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Mountain goat on Mt. Evans. © Steve Schweitzer

View from atop Mt. Evans. © Steve Schweitzer

Deja Vu...
Twenty years ago, RMOWP held its conference
in the Lakewood area of Denver. One of the field
trips took us to - you guessed it - Mt. Evans. Here
are a few photos by one of our members at the
time.
Beto Gutierrez zeroing in on Summit Lake on Mt. Evans. © Steve Schweitzer

REMINDER!
Friday, May 27, is the 2022 Conference Registration Deadline.
If for some reason you miss it, contact Maryann Gaug at
megaug@earthlink.net or (970) 389-1099
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President's Column

Want this newsletter via e-mail?

10 - 9 - 8 - 7 - 6...

Let us know: info@rmowp.org

By Virginia Parker Staat

Subject: E-mail RMO

The countdown has begun! In less
than eight weeks, RMOWP’s annual
conference begins in beautiful
Golden, Colorado, on June 26. To
date, twenty members have already
registered.
I hope you’ve had time to look over
the
schedule for this year’s
Virginia with her
conference.
We’ll have several
beloved Roxanne.
wonderful field trips. The first will be
to the historic Argo Mines and Tunnel, one of the largest and
most well-preserved gold mines. Tuesday we’ll visit
Roxborough State Park for a guided walk along the Fountain
Valley Trail. There are also special guided tours to Dinosaur
Ridge and a post-conference, high-elevation field trip to
Mount Evans (each requiring advanced registration).
Along with our annual photo critique and writer’s forum,
we have a great line-up of workshops scheduled. We
welcome each of our workshop leaders, including Dawn
Wilson, president of NANPA (North American Nature
Photography Association) and her workshop Writing for
Your Photos, Taking Photos for Your Writing. RMOWP’s
own Steve Cochrane will offer the Art of
Photography workshop. David Nelson, from the Evergreen
(CO) Camera Club, will lead a lecture on Droning On!
Photography with an Altitude. And Dan England, a writer
frequently published in Colorado Outdoors, will lead the
final workshop, How to Write with Voice.
Early risers can join the sunrise photo shoot. We’ll share
our year’s best photos in our contest entry video. And we’ll
laugh together during our ever-popular auction. Of course,
we’ll also have lots of good food and time to meet and chat
with old and new friends. I look forward to seeing each of
you there! Safe travels to all.

Thanks!

What to bring to conference…
RMOWP Conference 2022 is almost here. We hope you will
join us in Golden, Colorado in June, and it's never too early
to start organizing the stuff you'll want to cart along. Here's
a checklist:
WRITING FOR THE ANNE SULLIVAN WRITER'S
FORUM - Your work will be gently and positively
examined with the purpose of finding ways to improve it. It
should not be your best work, but rather something you
would like help with.
Please bring at least 12 copies of your story, poem, photo
essay, or other format with an outdoor theme. Although
length can vary, about 1,200 words or less is best.
Spectators - and commentators - are welcome.
DIGITAL PHOTOS FOR THE PHOTO CRITIQUE Entertaining and informative for all, this program looks at
photographs with an eye to how they could be improved.
Please - rather than your best, bring images that you're
maybe not too happy with, to get some pointers on how you
might improve your photography. Those who want their
shots critiqued should bring 3 to 5 digital images on CD or
flash drive.
PHOTO PRINTS FOR THE MEMBERS' CHOICE
CONTEST - Conference participants are the judges for this
one. Members may submit one or two matted prints, either
color or black and white, and the photos may have been
taken at any time since the beginning of photography.
Altered/manipulated images are eligible.
Print size is a maximum of 8 x 12 inches matted to a final
size not to exceed 12 x 16 inches, and entries should not be
framed. On the back of each submission write “Members’
Choice,” but NOT your name - we'll keep track.
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DONATIONS FOR THE AUCTION - The RMOWP
Auction is not only a lot of fun but also raises some
necessary funds for the organization. Bring your own matted
photos or note cards, published books, craft and gift items,
photo equipment, or whatever you find lying around the
house. Except spouses.
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Fly Fishing Website
Seeks Submissions

RMOWP recently received this intriguing
request:
"Hi, I'm Larry Chesney, a member of the
South Carolina Outdoor Press Association,
SEOPA and POMA. I'm also editor of a new
website all about fly fishing –
www.riversandfeathers.com. I'm inviting all
Rocky Mountain Outdoor Writers and
Photographers to consider submitting stories
and photos. Videos too if you wish.
We currently offer $25 per submission.
The good news is you can dust that old story
off and get a little pocket change. Maybe
enough for a few new flies. You may also
choose instead to self-promote your website,
books, fly-tying, guiding, etc.
Thanks and I hope to hear from you.
Advertisers are also welcome to contact
me.
Holler with questions.
Best,
Larry, Editor
larry@riversandfeathers.com”

"Last Light on Big Fish Fire". © Ron Belak
3rd place Natural Phenomenon category, 2021 Contest

WANTED:
A video of a cattle drive.
Member Dan Bernskoetter tells us his Lions club is
having a social with a western theme next
September and he's trying to find a video they can
loop to play on a screen during the event. If you
have one he can use, please get in touch. (His
contact info is in the Membership Directory.)

"Comfort" © Virginia Staat
1st place Altered/Composite category, 2021 Contest

RMOWP Election Time
It's that time of year again, and we've emailed ballots for RMOWP's 2022 election to all members.
Thanks to those going off the board this year: Kit Horton and Barb Laine, and to outgoing secretary Diane
McKinley. Please vote by May 31. There's only one candidate for each position, but feel free to add write-ins if you
would like. If by chance you did not receive the ballot, email info@rmowp.org and we'll try again.
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Writer’s Corner

No harm done, we broke camp and drove to
Fredericksburg under increasingly cloudy skies. By evening,
when we arrived at Muleshoe Bend, it was misting. We set
up camp in light rain. The rainfly offered no ventilation, and
the air was heavy with moisture. We ended up sitting in the
truck and reading for several hours rather than spend it lying
on our backs with Sam in the tent.
It was still misting rain the next morning. David donned
his raincoat to keep from being soaked while making coffee
on the truck’s tailgate. We were all damp by the time we
broke camp. As we sipped our morning brew, we made an
executive decision: This would be our last tent camping trip.
It is worth it to spend two days to pick up and unload our
truck camper. While we were once limber enough to sleep
on the ground, our mature bodies are no longer happy in a
tent. Our truck camper is off the ground, making access
easier, and, although spartan, it has other necessary
amenities, including ventilation during rainstorms. Perhaps
most important, the truck camper bed is too high for Sam to
reach us.
I suppose you would call our truck camper a more mature
form of camping. It is much like mature writing. When we
begin to write, we are flexible and feel the rush of words, we
write with flowery and flowing descriptions rather than
longing for simplicity. We are less into comfort for our
readers than the conquest of finishing a story. I think most of
us can look back at our earliest writings and cringe.
Author Lee Odell answers the question, “What is mature
writing?" He concludes that mature writing begins with
“Mature thought on the part of the author.” He continues that
it “is reflected in writing in the following ways: recognizing
that the audience is different from himself or herself;
providing an appropriate context for his or her statements;
basing his or her arguments on values the audience is likely
to share; trying to anticipate and respond to objections or
questions the audience is likely to have; recognizing the
legitimacy as well as the limitations of other points of view
on a given subject; acknowledging, where appropriate, the
limitations of his or her own point of view; indicating what
the viewpoint cannot explain; taking note of apparently
contradictory evidence; and recognizing the complexity of
the subject at hand by attending to more than one feature of
an experience.”
Like mature camping, mature writing first considers our
audience. We make our writing more accessible to our
readers and move towards their comfort. We recognize our
limitations and consider the broader experience.
I hope David and I are able to camp together for many
more years. We, however, have learned to listen to our
maturing bodies, our needs, and make
adjustments accordingly. It is without
remorse that we give up tent camping.
Now we just need to figure out how to
move that seven-month-old puppy to
maturity!

It Depends on Your Point of View
Text and photo by Virginia Parker Staat
“Reality simply consists of different points of view.”
~ Margaret Atwood

It seemed like a good idea at the time. It’s wildflower season
here in Texas, and each spring David and I take a trip to the
Hill Country to find and photograph as many bluebonnet
fields as we can. Because we store our truck camper at a
friend’s farm in East Texas, it takes a day to pick it up and
another to take it back. We were short on time this year, so
we decided to tent camp instead.
We've had a two-person dome tent for over forty years.
Early in our marriage, we backpacked with it across
Colorado, up into the Bitterroot Valley, over to the Olympic
Peninsula, and throughout most of Texas. But we haven’t
slept in that little tent in over twenty years.
Undaunted, we set it up in the living room to make certain
it was still useable, had all the parts, and was still seamsealed. It smelled funny but looked great, so we loaded up
the tent, the sleeping pads, all the other necessary camping
accoutrements, and our now seven-month-old Golden
Retriever pup, Samantha.
Our first stop was Pedernales Falls State Park near
Johnson City. It was a beautiful evening with a light breeze.
We hastily set
up camp and
took Sam for a
long hike
down to the
river. By
nightfall, under
a canopy of
stars, we
crawled into
the tent. Sam
had never slept
in a tent, nor
Sam in a ield of bluebonnets - a Texas
does she sleep
springtime tradition.
in bed with us
at home. She
was delighted to have us at ground level. We feared she
would never calm down enough to sleep. Once she did, we
discovered too late that there was little room for us in our
two-person tent with a 60+-pound dog taking her half out of
the middle.
Early the next morning, Sam slithered between us,
offering kisses and paws to start the day. It was then that we
realized how far down the ground had become over the past
twenty years. Getting dressed in a tent that you can’t stand
up in is bad enough at our age, but rising from the ground to
a half-upright position to exit is even worse. I just shimmied
into clothes while lying on my back and crawled out in a
most unceremonious fashion. David, half stooped, almost
fell backwards trying to crawfish out of the tent through its
narrow zipper door.
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RMOWP Conference - FINAL TENTATIVE SCHEDULE
Sunday-Wednesday, June 26-29, 2022, Golden, Colorado (elev. 5,675 ft.)
Headquarters: American Legion Taylor Miller Post 21, 500 9th St., Golden; 303.279.6200
All meetings, workshops, and meals are at the American Legion meeting room unless otherwise noted
Sunday, June 26
2:00pm
Board of Directors Meeting (open to all members)
5:30pm
Registration, Opening Reception, Happy Hour and Light Buffet (included in registration fee)
7:30pm
Presentation of Contest Submissions
Monday, June 27
9:45am
Meet at the Argo Mill in Idaho Springs (I-70 exit 240; elev. 7,526 ft.)
10:00am
Argo Mill Tour including mill, tunnel, museum & gold panning ($20)
12:45pm
Lunch – Make-your-own Deli Sandwich Buffet ($21)
1:30pm
Workshop – Writing for Your Photos, Taking Photos for Your Writing by Dawn Wilson, President of NANPA
(North American Nature Photography Association)
3:00pm
Break
3:15pm
Workshop Art of Photography by Steve Cochrane
4:15pm
Break
4:30pm
Anne Sullivan Writers Forum, Barb Laine, moderator
6:00pm
Dinner – Pasta Duo & Caesar Salad Buffet ($22)
6:45pm
General Membership Meeting – President Virginia Staat
Tuesday, June 28
8:30am
Meet at Safeway at corner of Waterton & N. Rampart Range roads to carpool 4.5 mi. to Roxborough State Park
8:45am
Arrive at Roxborough State Park – $10/car entrance fee
9:00am
Guided Walk on Fountain Valley Trail (2.2-mi. loop) in groups of 10-12
11:45am
Leave park for American Legion (32 mi, 45-60 min.)
12:45pm
Lunch – Assorted Wraps Buffet ($21)
1:30pm
Workshop: Droning On! Photography with an Altitude by David Nelson, Evergreen Camera Club
2:30pm
Break
2:45pm
Photo Critique with Fred Lord & Dan Bernskoetter
4:00pm
Free time & dinner on your own
Wednesday, June 29
5:00am
Sunrise Photo Shoot, location TBA (sunrise 5:36am)
9:00am
Free Time - OR - field trip to Dinosaur Ridge (main visitor center, east side, off C470) for 10am Guided auto
tour Dinosaur Freeways and Crustaceous Seaways (1.5 hr., $11)
12:15pm
Lunch – Soup & Salad buffet ($18)
1:00pm
Workshop: How to Write with Voice by Dan England
2:30pm
Break
2:45-4:00pm Auction, David Staat, auctioneer
6:00-9:00pm Banquet – Herbed Seared Chicken Breast &
Seared Atlantic Salmon, Vanilla
Porter Cheesecake ($35), and Awards
Ceremony
Thursday, June 30 – Post-conference field trips
High Elevation Field Trip to Mount Evans (14,271 feet
elev.) OR a choice of several lower elevation trips.
See rmowp.org for more information.

Jack Olson crouches behind former RMOWPers Kathy and Wayne Turner
amidst the magni icent wild lowers on Shrine Ridge, one of Jack's most
favored locales to visit and photograph wild lowers. © Jack Olson
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"Broken Windows, Broken Dreams".
© John Hanou
2nd Place Altered/Composite
category, 2021 Contest

Member News

Two new members have joined RMOWP's ranks. We welcome them!
Cheyenne, Wyoming, resident Buddy Green is a photographer who specializes in wildlife,
landscapes, and nature photography. He also enjoys fly fishing, and as a retired deputy state director
of the Wyoming Bureau of Land Management, is interested in natural resource
management and rangelands agriculture.
Janis Lindsey Huggins of Snowmass Village, Colorado, is a writer and
photographer, and the winner of the Colorado Book Award for non-fiction in
2005. She is the author of "Snowmass Village – Wild at Heart," a field guide to
the plants, birds, and mammals of the area, and is currently revising the book to
cover all of Colorado's high country.
She is also the author of "Wildflowers of the Southern Rocky Mountains,"
and has worked as a field botanist, guided naturalist tours, and taught alpine
skiing and windsurfing. See Janis's website: www.highcountrywild.com.
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Kit Horton, Boulder, CO (2022)
Barb Laine, El Prado, NM (2022)
Peter Kummerfeldt, Colorado Springs, CO (2023)
David Staat, The Woodlands, TX (2023)

© 2022 by Rocky Mountain Outdoor Writers and Photographers,
Inc. Reproduc on in whole or in part is prohibited without wri en
permission from the author or editor.

Ron Belak, Ki redge, CO (2024)
Joanna Gray, West Frankfort, IL (2024)
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