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RMOWP	2021	Conference	Set	for	September	26-29	
Ready to trek across the sparkling white sands of White Sands National Park? Then mark your calendar for September 26-29 
for RMOWP's 47th conference in Alamogordo, New Mexico. 

On July 1st New Mexico Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham declared New Mexico fully open for business, including lifting 
the lifting of restrictions on the size of gatherings. However, in keeping with your concerns regarding Covid, we're planning 
more outdoor activities than usual, a few more things to do on your own, and staying at least somewhat socially distanced when 
we are together. 

So, what will we do? In addition to photographing the glistening white gypsum sands of White Sands National Park 
(especially scenic at sunset), we'll discover the true Wild West at Oliver Lee Memorial State Park. A must-see in the area, that 
you'll explore on your own, is Three Rivers Petroglyph Site, with more than 21,000 ancient petroglyphs. Other local attractions 
include the New Mexico Museum of Space History for a glimpse of the beginnings of America's space program, the Tularosa 
Basin Museum of History, Alamogordo’s Old Town, and of course the Toy Train Depot.  

Headquarters will be the Holiday Inn Express, with nightly rates of $135 plus taxes per night, which includes a hot breakfast. 
Please make reservations by August 26 by calling the hotel at 575-434-9773 and telling the desk clerk that you are with Rocky 
Mountain Outdoor Writers and Photographers.  

See the conference schedule in this newsletter, but be aware that due to 
various post Covid-19 changes in Alamogordo, especially involving food and 
drink, there is not as much detail as we would like at this time. But please 
bear with us, it'll all come together by September! 

Alamogordo (Spanish for fat cottonwood tree) is a small city in south-
central New Mexico, about 90 miles north of El Paso and 210 miles south of 
Albuquerque. At an elevation of 4,341 feet, it could still be quite warm in late September. But maybe not. Be prepared for 
anything, and layering is always recommended when spending time outdoors in the Southwest.  

See www.alamogordonmtrue.com. For information on White Sands National Park see www.nps.gov/whsa.

Fun Fact: "The 275-square miles of dunes 
are comprised of over 4.5 billion tons 
of gypsum sand." 

~  National Park Service

Sunset	at	White	Sands	National	Park.	©	William	Horton

http://www.alamogordonmtrue.com
http://www.nps.gov/whsa


possible personality variables into five broad factors: 
neuroticism (now more politely called emotional stability), 
extraversion, openness to experience (sometimes just called 
openness), conscientiousness, and agreeableness.”  

The article continues with Kaufman examining how 
Charles M. Schulz exemplified these five personalities in his 
comic strip characters. Charlie Brown was a model neurotic. 
Crabby Lucy revels in her disagreeableness. As an example, 
the very first time Schulz introduces Charlie Brown visiting 
Lucy’s psychiatry booth, Charlie Brown tells her that he is 
feeling depressed. Lucy replies, "Snap out of it! Five cents, 
please."  

In those seven words, Charles M. Schultz completely 
developed Lucy’s character. As comic strip readers, we 
learned about the psychological makeup of Lucy, her 
motivation, and her personality traits. By incorporating 
psychological techniques into our writing, we can add 
similar depth to our characters, our setting, our story, and 
better connect to our readers.  

I close with the words of Lucy van Pelt: “Everyone is 
entitled to my opinion.”  

Five cents, please. 
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Writer’s Corner

The	Doctor	is	IN	
By Virginia Parker Staat

 “What kind of advice do you expect for only a nickel?”  
~ Charles M. Schulz: Peanuts,  

Lucy van Pelt from her Psychiatry Booth 
Lucy van Pelt didn’t have a lemonade 
stand in the Peanuts cartoon series. 
She had a psychiatry booth. From 
behind her rickety, wooden booth, 
Lucy offered her own brand of advice 
to whomever had a nickel. 
Surprisingly, Lucy can be a role 
model for us writers.  
Using psychology in our writing can 
help trigger our readers’ emotions. It 

can help us add intrigue to our plot. It can add depth to our 
stories. Using psychology can change attitudes in our 
persuasive writing. In The Psychology Workbook for 
Writers, Darian Smith explains, “Writers—the good ones 
anyway—are keen observers of human nature and they 
capture it in their characters and storytelling. They show the 
behaviors, the thought processes, and the ways people make 
meaning out of their experiences and events and turn these 
into provoking entertainment.” 

The good news is that we don’t need a degree in 
psychology to use it in our writing. Much of the time, we 
intuitively know the psychological reasoning behind why 
people or animals act as they do. The challenge is to relay 
this in our stories. If we need a brush-up course in 
psychology, we can simply become observers in a setting 
similar to the one we are writing.  

As an example, when writing about people, we can visit a 
cafe or coffee house and observe body language in hand 
signals, head movement, and arm positions. When writing 
about a setting, we can immerse ourselves outdoors and 
observe how our five senses respond or how others respond 
to natural elements. We can add intrigue with inciting 
incidents, clues, and twists that capture interest and heighten 
reader emotions. We can watch television commercials to 
evaluate persuasive language techniques. Robert Wood from 
Standout Books explains, “For many authors, psychology is 
a godsend, lending them new insights into the workings of 
the human mind that take their work to the next level.”  

Using psychology can also build trust and connection 
with our readers. Editor and writer Grace Rankin explains, 
“Finally, we can use psychology to understand our readers 
and how they relate to our characters. Who is our audience? 
Are we writing for kids, adults, both? We need to study the 
demographic we’re writing for. What do our readers need 
from us? We should know what moves them, how to evoke 
reactions, and how they relate to our content.” 

A Psychology Today article by James C. Kaufman, Ph.D., 
proposed “The Charlie Brown Theory of Personality.” 
Kaufman explained, “This model reduces all of the different 
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RMOWP Election Results 
The 2021 election ballot was emailed in early May. With 
an excellent 60% return by the end of the month, we have 
unanimously re-elected President Virginia Parker Staat and 
Vice-president Linda Haehnle to each serve another two-
year term.  

Two new board members were also unanimously elected 
and will each serve three-year terms. Ron Belak and 
Joanna Gray join current board members Kit Horton, Barb 
Laine, Peter Kummerfeldt, and David Staat.  

Thanks to all for being willing to continue to serve the 
organization and our members, helping us navigate these 
strange yet intriguing times.
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RMOWP Conference Schedule — Tentative  
Sunday-Wednesday, September 26-29, 2021, Alamogordo, New Mexico 

Sunday & Wednesday meetings, workshops, and meals in the meeting room at Holiday Inn Express.  
See below for other venues. 

Sunday, September 26 
2:30pm Board of Directors Meeting (open to all members) 
6:00pm Registration, Opening Reception, Happy Hour and Light Buffet (included in registration fee) 
7:30pm Presentation of Contest Submissions 

Monday, September 27 
Head to the pavilion at the Alameda Park Zoo (admission fee included in registration fee).  
 Lousy weather? We'll be at the Holiday Inn Express meeting room. 
9:00am Welcome, Announcements, and General Membership Meeting – President Virginia Staat 
9:45am Break 
10:00am Self-Publishing – A Panel Discussion 
11:15am Break 
11:30am Show vs. Tell, a Writing Workshop with Virginia Staat 
12:30pm Box Lunch ($$) 
1:00pm Anne Sullivan Writers Forum with Kenita Gibbins 
3:00pm Free time to explore the zoo or head to other local attractions on your own, such as Three Rivers 

Petroglyph Site (35 miles north of Alamogordo via U.S. 54), New Mexico Museum of Space 
History, or Tularosa Basin Museum of History, with dinner on your own 

Tuesday, September 28  
9:00am Carpool to Oliver Lee Memorial State Park (14 miles south of Holiday Inn Express via U.S. 70, 

U.S 54, and Dog Canyon Road) 
9:30am Meet at state park visitor center, explore museum, get car passes (included in registration fee), and 

caravan to restored Oliver Lee Ranch House for guided tour. Return to main area of park to see 
historic buildings, a riparian nature trail, desert scenery, and wildlife 

12:00pm Meet at the state park's group picnic area for a deli sandwich box lunch ($$)  
1:00pm Carpool to White Sands National Park (14 miles southwest of Holiday Inn Express via U.S. 70), 

explore the visitor center, watch the video, and head into the dunes 
4:00pm Meet at White Sands Group Picnic Area for a barbecue supper ($$) 
5:30pm Meet at the "Sunset Stroll Meets Here" area in the sand dunes to 

join the park's leisurely sunset walk with a park ranger. (Sunset 
6:51pm, park closes 8:00pm) 

Wednesday, September 29 
6:00am  Sunrise Photo Shoot, location to be determined (sunrise 6:56am) 
9:00am  Photography Workshop 
10:30am Break 
10:45am Photo Critique  
12:00pm  Lunch ($$) 
12:45pm Workshop 
1:45pm Break 
2:00-5:00pm Auction  
6:00-9:00pm Banquet ($$) and Awards Ceremony 

High	elevation	(12,300	ft.)	trip	into		
Rocky	Mountain	National	Park		

with	Rocky	Mountain	Conservancy.	
The	three	in	the	foreground	are	Linda	

Bundrun,	George	Gibbins,	Diane	McKinley.	
2019	Conference,	Estes	Park,	Colorado.	

©	Don	Laine



Jack’s Jaunts

Hoop	Hoop	Hurray!	
Text and photo by Jack Olson

It’s time for a bit of nostalgia. Do you 
remember the hula hoop? I was 
traveling in Europe when I saw my first 
hula hoop. Some boys were playing 
along the Appian Way south of Rome. I 
believe there is WWII damage in the 

background of the photo. It was January, 1959.  
The hula hoop was inspired when Arthur Melin and 

Richard Knerr, owners of Wham-O, saw Australian children 
twirling wooden hoops around their waist during gym class. 
Wham-O patented the toy in 1958 and named the colorful 
plastic tubes after a hip-gyrating Hawaiian dance. Soon 
Wham-O was manufacturing 20,000 hula hoops every day. 
An estimated 25 million hula hoops were sold during the 
first four months of production.  

The original hula hoop cost $1.98. In its first year of 
production, over 100 million hoops were sold. By the mid 
‘60s, hula hoop sales were lagging, so Wham-O added 
several ball bearings inside the plastic tubes to make noise. 
The new feature started a second craze and launched the 
National Hula Hoop Contest that ran from 1968-1981.  

Today, the hula hoop has come full circle. It is used in 
exercise studios and gyms across the nation. Hula hoops 
have even made it into Ripley’s Believe It or Not and the 
Guinness World Records. In 2004, two people in Japan spun 
a 13-feet, 4-inch hoop around their waist at least three times. 
Later that year, a performer at the Big Apple Circus in 
Boston spun 100 hoops around her body. 

What a waist.
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Hula	hooping	along	the	Appian	Way	in	1959.

From the President

Simplicity	
Text and photo by Virginia Parker Staat

One of David’s and my evening rituals includes sitting on 
our deck, enjoying the antics of our many bird friends. It is a 
quiet and simple time for us. It is a time of decompression 
from the day and whatever challenges may have come with 
it. 

This particular evening, I sat with my camera in my lap, 
hoping to catch a glimpse… and maybe a photo… of at least 
one of the five 
baby Carolina 
wrens that had 
fledged several 
days earlier from 
their nest outside 
our living room 
window.  

The sky was 
heavy with 
clouds. Just for a 
fleeting moment, 
however, the sun 
broke through, 
illuminating an American goldfinch perched on our bird 
feeder. In that moment, a single shaft of sunlight turned 
something simple and ordinary into something exquisite.  

Over the years, I have discovered the power of simplicity. 
It has become the keystone to both my writing and 
photography. In writing, simplicity brings clarity. In 
photography, simplicity allows the focus to settle on the 
main subject without distractions.  

Simplicity is also the reason I seek nature. Being 
immersed in the outdoors allows me to be free from the 
hustle and bustle of life and brings a sensual experience to 
my world. It helps me find balance and to recharge. 

After this past year and its uncertainty, I think we’re all 
yearning for simplicity. We’re longing to feel a breeze 
against our skin. We’re longing to hear nature’s whispers. 
We’re needing to be stirred by something larger and deeper 
than ourselves. 

I know that many of you also share my yearning to 
immerse yourself into nature and revel in its simplicity. It is 
as vital to us as breathing. It’s the reason we write and 
photograph the great outdoors. 

David and I are packing the camper to make our annual 
trek into the wilds. Our journey will end in Alamogordo this 
September at the RMOWP conference. We hope to see each 
of you there. Once again we can share our love for the 
outdoors and the simple joy of seeing friends and sharing 
experiences. It will be simply wonderful.

American	GoldSinch



internet search. The wildlife photo groups have also shared 
places to take wildlife photos, shared photo techniques, and 
have given me feedback on my photography.  

From my perspective, social media is a fancy and flexible 
email and communications system that is very powerful. 
Where a website is passive in nature, requiring people to go 
to it, social media is more active in that I can craft whatever 
information I want to share… words, photos, videos, 
sketches… target the audience I want to share it with, and 
push it out to them. My audience can be a specific individual 
that I have contact with, a specific group that I have 
common interests with, or I can broadly broadcast to the 
general public that is using the platform I am on. It is my 
choice how and with whom I want to communicate. I can 
also block specific people or information that I am not 
interested in, i.e. nudity, political opinions, and people I 
consider — well — wackos. In summary, I can structure my 
interactions with a very focused group of individuals. 

Social media is also a godsend for people who are shut in. 
My 97-year-old mother used Facebook to keep up with her 
children and grandchildren. I have a good friend with 
Parkinson's who lives in an assisted living facility and has 
trouble with verbal communications. He was a very active 
guy, and it is very difficult for him to be so limited in what 
he can do. But he uses social media to stay connected with 
his friends and family, and to meet new people, so it helps 
him stave off depression. 

It is correct to say that social media can be and often is 
used 
poorly. 
But the 
flipside is 
that it can 
also be an 
effective 
tool to 
connect 
people of 
common 
interests, 
expand 
one's 
circle of 
friends, 
and 
facilitate 
broadly focused communications with like-minded people.  

I freely admit that for years I considered social media as 
part of the Evil Empire. I resisted it. However, I have 
learned that social media can be a useful and positive tool 
that promotes the best of who we are.  

As a last thought, a friend of mine recently closed a Zoom 
conference meeting I was on with the following comment: 
"Change is inevitable, but growth is optional.” I will add to 
that: “even for an old guy like me.”
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A	Look	at	the	Evil	Empire	
Text and photo by David Staat

I am not a big social media guy. As a matter of fact, I 
avoided getting involved for years because of all the 
negative comments I heard from friends, family, and the 
media. Last year, however, I decided to experience social 
media so I could understand the technology pros and cons 
and could make an informed decision as to whether there 
was any value in it for me. I have been on Instagram for a 
year, and now I have been on MeWe for about six months. I 
chose MeWe because of their commitment to maintain 
privacy and protect personal information. 

Here Are a Few Things I Have Learned:  
Social media isn’t evil as some of my friends have stated. 

It is a tool only, and sometimes people with evil intentions 
use the tool improperly. It also appears that some folks like 
to just dump every thought and emotion they have onto 
social media with little structure about the point they are 
trying to make. However, I have found that it is also a tool 
that can be used in a positive way to expand my network of 
friends, harvest valuable information from people in the 
know, and get lots of information out to a focused group. 

I have discovered that not all social media services are 
created equal. Some are more controlling of specific content 
which can manifest itself in stifling free speech. Some tend 
to track people and sell their personal activities to who 
knows who, which I consider unethical and an invasion of 
individual privacy. However, in the last few years, the 
number of social media platforms has expanded to include 
companies that respect people's privacy and encourage a 
constructive exchange of ideas.  

It is also easy to get hooked on the social media chatter, 
wasting a lot of time interacting on subjects that can be of 
questionable value. However, on a cold rainy or snowy day, 
or when it is blistering hot, social media can be a useful tool 
for chatting with others and sharing common interest and 
ideas. Self discipline is important to balance time between 
time on social media and other activities away from the 
screen. 

I admit that I have received inappropriate information and 
comments from people who have bad intentions. I have been 
“attacked” by some who don’t agree with me, and I think 
that has been the biggest complaint I have heard from people 
in general. However, the attacks have been very rare, and 
there are ways to mitigate that kind of activity.  

Looking more on the positive side, I have been able to 
connect with people who have common interests, such as 
camping, traveling, wildlife photography, history, and DIY 
projects. For example, a vintage sewing machine interest 
group helped Virginia and me when we reconditioned a 
1918 treadle sewing machine last fall.  

The two camping groups I interact with have given me 
first-hand information about camping sites in the Pacific 
Northwest when we travel there this summer. Many of these 
camping places I would never have found on a normal 

Beautifully	reconditioned		1918	treadle	sewing	machine



Rocky Mountain Outdoors, July - August 2021

6

Peter K’s Survival Tips

Shade	and	Water	
By Peter Kummerfeldt

According to the National Weather Service, 
in 2020, more people died from heat related 
issues than from any other weather related 
phenomena. 2021 is looking like more of 
the same - if not worse! Heat related 
medical problems are not limited to the 
desert Southwest. With the changing 
climate patterns the country is experiencing 
life-endangering summer temperatures can 

occur just about anywhere - and probably will. 
In a hot environment, thermal balance, specifically your 

ability to keep your body temperature below 98.6℉, is 
achieved by continually cooling the body and minimizing 
thermal gain from the surroundings. Heat loss by 
evaporation is the body’s primary way of dumping heat, but 
this is only effective where there is sufficient water within 
the body to be evaporated. Heat gain from your surround-
ings can be reduced by seeking shade and minimizing 
contact with objects that are hotter than your body. Lacking 
water and shade can quickly cause your body temperature to 
rise to the point where your mental and physical function is 
impaired and you can quickly reach a point where your 
survival becomes questionable.  

Dehydration, heat exhaustion, heat stroke, and 
hyponatremia are four potentially life threatening medical 
conditions that you might experience if you find yourself 
unprotected, without adequate water, in extreme heat. 

Dehydration Under normal circumstances a person will 
lose about 1.5 quarts of water per day through normal body 
functions - urination, defecation, evaporation. 

Some of this water will be replaced by the water produced 
by metabolism – the rest, about one quart, must be 
consumed to maintain water balance. In extreme heat the 
amount of water needed to prevent dehydration and sustain 
life can amount to a gallon or more per day. 

Heat Exhaustion is caused by the loss of water and 
electrolytes through sweating, resulting in symptoms that 
include nausea, dizziness, thirst, weakness, vomiting, higher 
than normal body core temperature, heavy sweating, and 
decreased urine production. Treatment includes moving the 
victim to a cooler, shady location, removal of outer layers of 
clothing, fanning, placing wet materials on victim’s body, 
elevating feet, drinking water or better still, diluted 
electrolyte drinks (if the victim is conscious and can 
swallow), and seeking professional medical care. Heat 
exhaustion can progress to heat stroke. 

Heat Stroke is a truly life threatening medical emergency 
requiring immediate intervention. It is a severe heat illness 
that results when body temperature exceeds 104.0 degree F. 
Symptoms include confusion, red, usually dry skin, 
headache and dizziness. Treatment requires rapidly cooling 

the victims body using any available resources and seeking 
professional medical care. 

Hyponatremia is the most common type of electrolyte 
imbalance. Signs and symptoms of hyponatremia include 
nausea, vomiting, headache, memory loss, confusion, 
lethargy, fatigue, muscle weakness, seizures, and coma. 
Mild cases can be treated in the field using a weak solution 
of salt and water - 1/4 teaspoon of salt in a liter or quart of 
water, to rehydrate the victim. Severe hyponatremia cases 
should be evacuated to a hospital as quickly as possible. 

Heat Health Tips 
Drink, drink and then drink some more - water that is! 

Of all of the available fluids water is the best fluid to drink 
to keep you hydrated. Avoid alcohol, caffeinated fluids, and 
fluids containing sugar and, in an emergency situation, DO 
NOT drink urine, blood, seawater, radiator fluid, or 
windshield washer fluid. Drinking such fluids may affect 
your ability to think clearly, stimulate water loss, delay the 
absorption of water, and could kill you! Consuming diluted 
“electrolyte fluids” can be beneficial since heavy sweating 
flushes out salt and other minerals needed for good health. 
Do not take salt tablets unless directed to by your doctor. 

When working or recreating outdoors take 
responsibility for your safety. Be prepared for an 
unexpected emergency and make sure you carry with you 
enough water to prevent dehydration. An old “desert rat” 
once told me (as it relates to finding water in the desert) 
“Sonny, if you ain’t got it with you, you ain’t got it!”  

Be honest with yourself. Do you have a medical 
condition that might be exacerbated by strenuous activity in 
a hot environment? Get your doctor’s advice before you 
need his professional services. 

Dress appropriately. Short shorts and a tank-top my be 
OK for sitting around the swimming pool but will not 
protect you in the outdoors on a hike. Cover your skin and 
wear a hat. 

Stay in contact. At home, at work, or in the outdoors stay 
in contact with family, friends, and co-workers. Have a way 
to call for help if needed. Set up a call-in schedule so that 
someone will check on you if you if don’t make contact 
from time-to-time. 

Pay attention to the weather forecast. As much as we 
tend to question their ability to forecast the weather, the TV 
meteorologists do a remarkably good job of informing us of 
weather conditions that might cause us harm. Have the 
courage to back-off in the face of impending bad weather 
and live to hike another day. 

Remember that every activity that takes place in the 
human body takes place in a water environment. All of the 
electrical activity, the mechanical activity, and the chemical 
activity that makes us function efficiently must have water. 
When you are losing more water than you are taking in you 
begin to dehydrate and body systems begin to malfunction. 
It is easier to prevent a heat related medical condition than it 
is to treat it. Prevention is the name of the game.
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The	Legend	of	Pavla	Blanca	
Courtesy National Park Service

To the Indians of central New Mexico, one of the most 
enduring legends is that of Pavla Blanca, the ghost of the 
Great White Sands. Hidden behind the swirling eddies of the 
spectral white dunes, her tragic story provides one of the 
most fascinating tales of the Southwest. 

In early 1540, a valiant, young, Spanish conquistador, 
Hernando de Luna, left his lovely betrothed, Mañuela, in 
Mexico City, to accompany the famed explorer, Francisco 
Coronado. Searching the uncharted lands in present day 
Arizona, New Mexico, Kansas and Texas, Coronado 
followed every Indian clue, every tale, looking for the fabled 
Seven Cities of Cibola and Gran Quivira, where the houses 
were said to be studded with gold and the streets were afire 
with jewels. 

Ambushed by the fierce, proud, warrior Apaches on the 
edge of the Great White Sands, the Spanish battled for their 
life. Exhausted and beaten, the survivors fled southward to 
Mexico City. It is said that Hernando de Luna was mortally 
wounded, and perished somewhere in the ever-shifting white 
sands. Setting out to seek her betrothed, somewhere north of 
what is now El Paso, Texas, the lovely Mañuela was never 
seen again. It is said that the ghost of this beautiful Spanish 
maiden haunts the dunes of the Great White Sands. She 
comes nightly in her flowing, white wedding gown to seek 
her lover, lost and buried beneath the eternal dunes. Some 
say that the ghostly figure usually appears as the evening 
breezes sweep and dip over the stark white dunes, just after 
sunset. 

The moderns have it that Pavla Blanca is caused by a 
prevailing wind sweeping over the hushed and lonely desert 
in the evening, whipping wraith-like eddies of dust. But the 
Indians say it is the ghost of Mañuela, still, eternally, 
seeking her lover. 

Fact or fiction, those with imagination, strolling in the 
silent shimmering dunes after a fiery sunset, may be 
fortunate enough to witness for themselves the unusual 
sight. Thus, this legend persists for some, even to this day. 

This is Pavla Blanca.

New	Members	
Welcome new member Deanna Harrington of Golden, 
Colorado. Deanna is a photographer who works with her 
father, longtime RMOWP member Frank Zurey, in his 
photography business. She has not been to an RMOWP 
conference, but those who attended the Capitol Reef 
conference in 2011 met her daughter Emily, and those who 
came to the Taos conference the following year met her 
other daughter, Katee. Both young women are RMOWP 
student members and attended the conferences with their 
grandparents, Frank and Sherry Zurey. 
RMOWP also welcomes back former member Michael 
Salomone of Vail, Colorado. A first-place winner in 
RMOWP's 2017 writing contest in the newspaper and 
magazine category, Michael also won third place in the 
newsletter and web category that year. He's a professional 
fly fishing guide as well as a writer with numerous 
published articles, primarily on fly fishing and other outdoor 
subjects, and an artist. You can see his photography and 
artwork, and learn more about Michael, at his website – 
www.michaelsalomone.com. It also includes a link to the 
website of Vail Valley Anglers, where you can book a guided 
fly fishing trip.

RMOWPers	on	a	ranger-led	hike	in	Zion	National	Park		
during	our	2009	conference.		©	Lee	Carr

"Fairy	Slipper"	©	Judy	Lehmkuhl	
2nd	Place,	Flora	Category	
RMOWP	2020	Contest

http://www.michaelsalomone.com
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Check it Out! 

Have you seen the new RMOWP video? 

Just type YouTube RMOWP.org in your browser 

or click  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xas51JTyJ34 

Be sure to share it with your friends!

What to bring to conference… 
RMOWP Conference 2021 is almost here. We hope you will join us in Alamogordo, New Mexico in September, and it's never 
too early to start organizing the stuff you'll want to cart along. Here's a checklist:  
WRITING FOR THE ANNE SULLIVAN WRITER'S FORUM - Your work will be gently and positively examined with 
the purpose of finding ways to improve it. It should not be your best work, but rather something you would like help with.  
Please bring at least 12 copies of your story, poem, photo essay, or other format with an outdoor theme. Although length can 
vary, about 1,200 words or less is best. Spectators - and commentators - are welcome. 
DIGITAL PHOTOS FOR THE PHOTO CRITIQUE - Entertaining and informative for all, this program looks at 
photographs with an eye to how they could be improved. Please bring images that you're maybe not too happy with, not your 
best. Those who want their shots critiqued should bring 3 to 5 digital images on CD or flash drive.  
PHOTO PRINTS FOR THE MEMBERS' CHOICE CONTEST - Conference participants are the judges for this one. 
Members may submit one or two matted prints, either color or black and white, and the photos may have been taken at any 
time since the beginning of photography. Altered/manipulated images are eligible. Print size is a maximum of 8 x 12 inches 
matted to a final size not to exceed 12 x 16 inches, and entries should not be framed. On the back of each submission write 
“Members’ Choice,” but NOT your name - we'll keep track.  
DONATIONS FOR THE AUCTION - The RMOWP Auction is not only a lot of fun but also raises some necessary funds 
for the organization. Bring your own matted photos or note cards, published books, craft and gift items, photo equipment, or 
whatever you find lying around the house. Except spouses.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xas51JTyJ34
mailto:info@rmowp.org?subject=RMOWP%20newsletter
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