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Conference Update – Schedule Change!

Those planning to come to RMOWP’s 2018 conference 
September 23-26 need to know about a change in time for the 
guided field trip into Great Sand Dunes National Park and 
Preserve. Park photographer Patrick Myers told us what we 
really knew all along – Light for photographing the dunes is 
better in the morning than the afternoon. So, now the plan is to 
leave the Alamosa Super 8 Monday, September 24, by 7:30am 
for the 45-minute drive to the park, where we’ll meet Myers in 
the Dunes Parking Area, near the drop-off point, for a guided 
walk into the dunes. Wear sturdy shoes, good in sand. Elevation 
in the dunes is about 8,200 feet.
   You can go as far as you want into the dunes on this trek, and 
we’ll re-group for lunch at the South Ramada Group Picnic Area 
(next to the Dunes Parking Area) at noon. After lunch you’re on 
your own for a while to explore the visitor center, wander among 
the dunes, or hike some of the trails. Those who don’t mind 
getting their feet wet can see some beautiful scenery as well as 
good views of the dunes on a jaunt outside the park to Zapata 
Falls, managed by the Bureau of Land Management. 
   Assuming decent weather we’ll meet for a barbecue supper 
back at the South Ramada Group Picnic Area at 5:30pm, and try 
for some good sunset and full moon shots of the dunes. 
   The rest of the conference is pretty much what we’ve been 
saying for the past few months. Please see the new, improved 
schedule in this newsletter and throw away any earlier ones you 
might have!
   Note: Another nearby attraction is the bison herd at Zapata 
Ranch, just outside the national park. We have not scheduled any 
trips to see the bison, but you can do so on your own with 
advance reservations. The ranch is owned by the Nature 
Conservancy and operated by Ranchlands company. Tours to see 
the 2,000-head bison herd are scheduled at 9am and noon on 
Tuesdays, Fridays, and Saturdays, at a cost of $50 per adult. Call 
719-378-2356 ext. 112 or see www.zranch.org.
   Lodging Deadline Almost Here: Deadline for getting our 
Alamosa Super 8 group rate of $89 per night and for canceling 
your reservation without penalty is Saturday, September 8. Call 
the motel directly at 719-589-6447. For lodging questions ask to 
speak to manager Jose Rodriguez. 
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various versions of that popular knife, and there are also 
collections 
honoring the Boy 
Scouts of America 
and the Rocky 
Mountain Elk 
Foundation, with 
knives prominently 
displaying those 
organizations’ 
logos.
   Knife collectors 
have reason to cheer with Buck’s new Limited Edition and 
Buck of the Month collections. There are currently close to 
a dozen handcrafted limited edition knives. They come in a 
variety of styles and materials, ranging from folding to 
fixed blade, and even a three-piece set of throwing knives. 
The new Buck of the Month knives – custom built in 
limited quantities from 50 to 250 – are available only 
through Buck’s website, www.buckknives.com, and are 
limited to three knives per buyer. They sell out quickly, but 
those interested can sign up to be notified by email when 
each new knife is available.

Writer’s Corner

The Shadow Knows
Text & photo by Virginia Parker Staat

“Beware the ides of March.”  ~ William Shakespeare

Would Eric really do it?
As I write this, we have just come off the Dempster 

Highway, one of my favorite roads on the planet. This road 
is the most northern you can drive in Canada during the 
summer. After six visits by ourselves to the remote area, 
this year David and I invited friends to join us. Five flew 
from North Carolina to Whitehorse, in the Yukon. Two 
flew from the Los Angeles area. We, of course, drove from 
Texas. 

Our goal was to travel 904 miles from Whitehorse to 
Tuktoyaktuk (or Tuk for short) and back in ten days. Only 
the section between Whitehorse and Dawson City is paved. 
The remaining 680 miles is rugged gravel road that 
traverses over the Richardson Mountains, across the Arctic 
Circle, into Canada’s Northwest Territory, through the 
Mackenzie Delta, and ending at the Arctic Ocean. The 
group rented two truck campers so that we could caravan in 
three rigs. 

When we met our friends at the motel in Whitehorse, 
seventeen-year-old Eric announced that he planned to dive 
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into the Arctic Ocean. Over the next four days, we all 
wondered if he would really do it. We talked about it. We 
speculated about it. We worried about it. 

The majority of the Dempster Highway was completed in 
1978. The final, ninety-mile road from Inuvik to Tuk was 
opened in November 2017. It weaves through the southern 
Arctic plains and Beaufort Coast, ending at the shores of 
the Arctic Ocean. The morning we drove the Tuk portion of 
the Dempster, the skies were heavy and grey. We had 
intermittent rain and a bit of sleet. The road was in fair 
condition in spite of the previous week’s heavy rainfall. We 
found areas of washboard and sloggy gravel, but, for the 
most part, the roadbed was solid and easily traveled. 

Along the way, we spied Sandhill cranes, Snow geese, 
and a variety of ducks circling in small flocks, each group 
working to build wing strength for recently fledged chicks 
and their upcoming long migration. We drove past wetlands 

and thousands of shallow lakes. Only a few dwarf trees 
dotted the barren but beautiful landscape.

Eric was riding with us. At one point he asked if the 
water temperature would be in the seventies. I said it would 
probably be in the forties or less. 

Eric is an excellent basketball player. David asked him if 
he had ever had an ice bath after an injury. Eric said, “Will 
it be that cold?”

When we arrived in Tuk, we stopped at the welcome sign 
to take a group photo. The gale-force wind surprised us. I 
had to push against the truck door with all my might just to 
open it. All of us were wearing as many layers of clothing 
as we could. I had on five. In the fierce wind, using a tripod 
was not an option, so the group photo is minus me.

When we got back into the truck, David spoke about the 
wind chill factor and how much colder it would be because 
of it. Eric said, “I can’t back out now. I’ve already told all 
my friends I would do it.”

He wanted us to drive straight to the ocean. When we 

arrived, our truck’s external temperature gauge registered 
39 degrees. A local lady told us that the water temperature 
was around 35 degrees.
   Eric quickly changed into his swim trunks and made his 
way down the steps to the Arctic Ocean. He glanced back 
to look at all of us huddled along the shore, then he boldly 
walked into the churning grey water. When he was waist 
deep, he turned again to face us, raised his arms, and fell 
backwards into the bitterly cold water, submerging entirely. 
He came up gasping. 

“Beware the ides of March,” writes William 
Shakespeare. And we readers know that something terrible 
will happen on that day. When Juliet says, “My grave is 
like to be my wedding bed,” we readers wonder.

Shakespeare was a master at using the literary device 
called foreshadowing. It is an important writing tool to add 
dramatic tension to our stories. Foreshadowing helps 
readers feel more invested in our work. They begin to guess 
the outcome, leading them to continue reading. Author 
Susan Mary Malone explains foreshadowing, ‘For a 
novelist and a writer of narrative nonfiction, the point of 
this literary device is to add depth, build suspense, and most 
importantly, to make that future event “fit” in the main plot, 
character development, and overall narrative.’

We create this kind of suspense by inserting both subtle 
and direct clues into our work. We hint at possibilities. We 
inject ominous omens. We change tone or mood through 
imagery, symbolism, and language. We ask questions like I 
did at the beginning of the story about Eric’s Arctic plunge.

The old time radio show began, “Who knows what evil 
lurks in the hearts of men? The Shadow knows.” Writers 
use foreshadowing in the same manner. We are the 
omnipotent power that plants clues and hints in our writing 
to build suspense and tension. Foreshadowing is one of the 
most effective writing tools we use to keep our readers’ 
attention.

SixDfootDplus(Eric(is(dwarfed(by(the(simple(sign.

News from Buck Knives
Longtime Corporate Friend Buck Knives has announced 
that it has unveiled a Collections section to its website that 
includes special knives ranging from engraved cutters for 
wedding and anniversary cakes to limited edition knives for 
collectors.
   The Wedding and Celebrations Collection includes 
personalized cake knives with an eight-inch 420HC steel 
blade, rosewood or pearl handle, and a wooden glass-top 
display box. The collection also includes engraved knives 
for the groomsmen and father of the bride.
   Fans of Buck’s folding everyday-carry knives will want 
to check out the 722 Spitfire Collection, which offers 

Two(in(the(SpitFire(Collection:(the(SpitFire(RMEF(Knife(on(the(left(
and(the(722(Red(Line(SpitFire(on(the(right.(
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We were up near the Canadian border in 2014. In 2017, we 
held our conference in Sierra Vista, Arizona, very near the 
Mexican border and our southernmost conference location. 

The focus of this 
conference was birding 
and bird photography. 
You saw nothing but 
long lenses on our 
events. Member Linda 
Martin, an accomplished 
bird and overall 
photographer, arranged 
for some special bird 
photography 
opportunities. So many 
people signed up we 

needed 
more than 
one day. 
Another 
unique 
activity 
was guided 
tours into 
the San 
Pedro 
Riparian 
Area. The 
San Pedro River rises in nearby Mexico and flows quietly 
north through the Arizona desert. Guides from Friends of 
the San Pedro River led us into the Riparian Area and 
educated us in the life of the desert and the infrequent water 
that nourishes it. Since this will be our last RMOWP 
conference history summary I hope you'll allow me one 
memory from the Sierra Vista conference. The trail was 
rough in the Riparian Area and Russ Bromby borrowed a 
wheelchair to push me around. We went as far as the trail 
allowed and then returned to the area's headquarters. Some 
time later a couple of our members lost their way but came 
upon my wheelchair tracks. They followed them safely 
back to the headquarters. 
RMOWP members are 
expert at pathfinding in the 
outdoors.

Keep following the exciting activities of RMOWP in years 
to come.

RMOWP Conferences—the Later 
Years, Part XI

Text by Jack Olson
Photos by Jack Olson except as noted

In 2014, RMOWP made its 41st conference headquarters in 
West Glacier, Montana and Glacier National Park. This 
was the farthest north of any conference to date, right by the 

Canadian 
border. Our 
host, Tom 
Ulrich, 
provided the 
venue and 
much of the 
program for 
the week. 
We began 
the 
conference 
with our 
regular 
informal 
gathering, 

but it was anything but regular. We met for a cookout in the 
woods outside 
Tom's cabin. 
The 
huckleberries 
were ripe. They 
were luscious 
and 
everywhere. 
We looked over 
Tom's pond at 
the nearby 
mountains of 
the park. Tom 
provided many 
of the programs and guided hikes. One blustery and chilly, 
no, cold, day we rode in two of the park's historic red buses 
on Going-to-the-Sun 
Road to the top at 
Logan Pass. Glacier is 
called Crown of the 
Continent and for 
good reason. The 
mountains were 
stunning. At the top 
we saw mountain 
goats and bighorn 
sheep. We came down 

for a bracing boat ride on Lake McDonald and dinner at the 
Lake McDonald Lodge. A few of us fools came down to 
the west end of the lake to view the alleged sunset.

RMOWP went to Ouray, Colorado in 2015. We went in 
September to catch the fall colors in the San Juan 
Mountains of southwest Colorado, and they were 

spectacular. Ouray 
sits in a mountain 
bowl and is one of 
the most beautiful of 
the state's mountain 
towns. The signature 
activity of the 
conference was a 
day-long 4WD trip 
into the high country 
with Switzerland of 
America to inhale the 

atmoshere and explore the old mining remnants. We started 
in cool shade, riding in six jeeps. But when we left the 

highway we bounced along old mining roads and soon were 
rocking and rolling. We viewed the ruins of lost dreams and 
then broke above timberline. Instead of aspen and mining 
shacks we could see forever. But we eventually had to go 
back indoors and learned much about blogging, fixing old 
photos, and improving our craft in so many ways. We had a 
record 66 turnout, including many new members. Illinois 
continues to chase Colorado in total members. This is only 
the second conference I missed since I joined RMOWP in 
1978. 

In 2016 we returned, after sixteen years, to Bryce Canyon 
National Park, Utah. It's like we never left. Our 

headquarters were at the 
popular Ruby's Inn, on 
the park boundary. 
Every single mile you 
drive into the park is a 
marvel, all the way 
along the rim road. 
Some of us took a trail 
to the bristlecone pines 
while others hiked to a 
lookout at the far end of 
the park. One signature 
event in Bryce Canyon 
was when Maryann 
Gaug led a hike down 
into the depths of the 
canyon on the Queen's 
Garden and Navajo 
Loop trails. This is the 

way to really see the park's features, from the bottom up. 
Wall Street is notable, with huge trees below reaching for 
the sky. Another exceptional event was offered by Ruby's 
Inn. We got a wagon ride, accompanied by a cowboy story 

teller, to a 
sunset 
cookout on 
the rim. 
That was a 
new and 
memorable 
activity for 
us. Also 
memorable 
were the 
many 
writing and 

photography 
lessons presented by our own members. We witnessed a 
gorgeous sunrise from Sunset Point. Go figure.

Tom(Ulrich(spinning(a(yarn(during(the(cookout(at(his(
cabin(in(West(Glacier.(©(Russ(Bromby

Lake(McDonald(at(sunset(on(a(nice(day

This(big(guy(wasn’t(worried(about(us(in(our(
Red(Bus(as(we(traversed(GoingDtoDtheDSun(

Road(in(Glacier(©(Don(Laine

The(streams(in(
Glacier(are(
incredibly(clear,(and(
just(as(exciting(to(
photograph(as(the(
rest(of(the(scenery.(
©(Don(Laine

On(top(of(the(
world(above(
Ouray.

©(Don(Laine
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Al(Perry(
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National(Park.
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Ruby’s(Inn(cookout.
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Riparian(Area.

Along(the(riparian(area(trail(at(San(Pedro(House.(
©(Don(Laine
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This(big(guy(wasn’t(worried(about(us(in(our(
Red(Bus(as(we(traversed(GoingDtoDtheDSun(
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Glacier(are(
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On(top(of(the(
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Ouray.
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RMOWPers(hike(Navajo(Loop(Trail.

The(author(smiles(with(joy(at(
Rainbow(Point,(Bryce(Canyon(

National(Park.
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Meet(here(for(guided(walk(in(San(Pedro(
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RMOWP Conference 2018 -- Tentative
Alamosa, Colorado

Meetings, workshops, and meals in Adams State University Student Union Building (SUB) Room 309 Except as Noted
Saturday, September 22
8:00 am Carpool from Alamosa Super 8 for Pre-Conference Wild Horse Photography Field Trip (filled, 45 mi.)
Sunday, September 23
8:00 am Carpool from Alamosa Super 8 for Pre-Conference Wild Horse Photography Field Trip (filled, 45 mi.)
6:00 pm Registration, Welcome, Announcements, Opening Reception, Happy Hour and Light Buffet – Colorado 

Welcome Center, aka The Depot, 610 State Ave., Alamosa
Monday, September 24
7:30 am Carpool from Alamosa Super 8 to Great Sand Dunes National Park (35 mi.)
8:15 am Meet at the Dunes Parking Area near the Drop-Off point
8:30 am Guided walk in dunes with ranger & park photographer Patrick Myers
Noon Lunch at Great Sand Dunes Group Picnic Area, next to the Dunes Parking Area
1:30 pm Explore national park and surrounding areas, including nearby Zapata Falls, on your own
5:30pm Dinner in the Dunes – Barbecue ($22) – Great Sand Dunes Group Picnic Area; if inclement weather in 

SUB Room 309 at Adams State University
6:30pm Dunes Sunset & Full Moon Photography On 

Your Own (sunset 6:57pm; full moon 
8:54pm)

Tuesday, September 25
7:30 am Carpool from Alamosa Super 8 to Alamosa 

National Wildlife Refuge Visitor Center (8 
mi.)

8:00 am Guided walk and driving tour with National 
Wildlife Refuge Manager Suzanne 
Beauchaine

11:15 am Carpool from wildlife refuge to Adams State 
University SUB, Room 309 

Noon  Lunch (Soup & Salad Buffet, $18)
12:45 pm Presentation of Contest Submissions 
1:45 pm Break
2:00 pm A Certain Slant of Light: The Poetry of the 

Postcard, a Writing Workshop with Peter Anderson, Adams State University Outdoor Writing Specialist
3:00 pm Break
3:15 pm Board of Directors Meeting (open to all members) or Free Time
5:30 pm General Membership Meeting
6:00 pm Dinner (Italian Buffet, $22)
7:00 pm Showcase of Selected Members Photography 
8:00 pm Photo Critique with Fred Lord and Dan Bernskoetter
Wednesday, September 26
6:15 am Sunrise Photo Shoot at Blanca Vista Park (3 mi., sunrise 6:53am)
8:30 am Anne Sullivan Writers Forum with Kenita Gibbins & Virginia Staat
10:30 am Visual Fluency: Empower your Images with the Language of Graphics, a Photography Workshop with 

Bill Horton
Noon  Lunch (Soup & Deli Buffet, $18)
12:45 pm Outdoor Survival for Photographers & Writers with Peter Kummerfeldt
1:45 pm Break
2:00-5:00 pm Auction 
6:30-9:30 pm Banquet (Apricot Glazed Roasted Turkey & Braised Beef Sicilian, $25) and Awards Ceremony
Thursday, September 27
7:30 am Post-Conference Excursion on Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad – Carpool to Antonito, Colorado Train 

Station ($90 adults, $45 children 12 & under, includes lunch) 

Corporate Friends Send Auction Items
RMOWP’s corporate friends are being especially generous 
this year, and have promised to send a variety of their 
products to the conference for our annual auction. Bring 
money! Cash or check.
   We’re especially curious about the expected donation 
from a brand-new friend, Cauldryn, a Missouri-based 
company that produces what it calls a “First-of-its-Kind” 
battery-powered travel mug, that brings water to a boil and 
provides all-day temperature control for your favorite hot 
beverages. The vacuum-insulated stainless steel bottles hold 
16 ounces, and the heating element is powered by a 
rechargeable battery, AC power, or the optional DC base. 
See www.cauldryn.com.
   Corporate friend LensPen is celebrating its 25th year 
making its unique carbon lens-cleaning products that 
provide a quick, effective, and, most important safe, way to 
remove grease and fingerprints from our valuable cameras, 
binoculars, scopes, and other optics. The Vancouver-based 
company, which is donating items for the auction, also 
offers products to safely and effectively clean DSLR 
sensors, eyeglasses, and the screens on laptops, tablets, and 
smartphones. See www.lenspen.com.
   PahaQue Wilderness (www.pahaque.com), maker of 
family camping tents, shelters, and hammocks, also 
promises one of its top-quality products for the RMOWP 
auction. The company has introduced a new collective of 
tents and shelters, including a portable beach cabana that 
instantly pops into shape and has a sun protection factor 
(SPF) of 50. Among its new products is the Basecamp 6, a 
six-person tent that sets up in less than a minute with 
PahaQue’s Quick Pitch frame, and the Rendezvous, a dome 
tent that sleeps four comfortably with plenty of room for 
gear and a partial mesh roof that allows for air circulation. 
The company has also expanded its line of tents and 
shelters designed to work with towable trailers. 

Streaky(dunes(after(a(rain.(©(Don(Laine

Nine New Members

Cheryl Whetham of Hill City, 
South Dakota recently joined our 
ranks. Cheryl’s interests include 
hiking, biking, cross country 
skiing, rollerblading, and reading. 
A photographer, writer, and 
graphic designer, Cheryl recently 
published Hiking Centennial 
Trail: A Guide to Hiking South 
Dakota’s Centennial Trail, 
available from Amazon.

RMOWP’s 2018 scholarship 
winner is Patricia Umbricht of 
Buffalo Grove, Illinois. After years in retail, Patricia 
returned to school, struggling through a junior college. She 
is now attending Lees-McRae College, pursuing a degree in 
wildlife biology, and maintaining stellar grades. Her 
interests include hiking, taking close-up photos of flowers, 
and, of course, wildlife. In addition to the $2,000 
scholarship, she also gets a one-year membership in 
RMOWP.

The 2018 Photo Workshop in Rocky Mountain National 
Park in June brought us seven new members: Roger Bey of 
Tulsa, Oklahoma; Sandra MacLeod of Boulder, Colorado; 
Emma Reisenauer of Estes Park, Colorado; James Strong 
of Birmingham, Alabama; Bruce Towle of Fisher, Indiana; 
and Marlene and Robert Werra of Ukiah, California. 

Welcome one and all. We hope to see you at a conference 
some time and get to know you better.

   Longtime RMOWP friend Buck Knives 
(www.buckknives.com) is also sending some of its 
wonderful and extremely useful products. We haven’t seen 
what they’re sending for this year’s auction yet, but in the 
past Buck has donated several knives specially engraved 
for RMOWP.  We’ve known for a long time that Buck 
produced knives for just about every cutting purpose, but 
personalized knives for cutting wedding cakes? See the 
article on Buck’s new product collections on page 3 of this 
newsletter.
   Got dogs? Then you’ll want to bid on one of the 
donations from corporate friend Buddy Beds, maker of 
memory foam orthopedic pet beds. In addition to a comfy 
travel dog bed, Buddy Beds is donating a seat protector and 
an electric pet bed warmer. Check out the numerous tips 
and detailed information for dog owners at 
www.buddybeds.com.

"Political(Commentary(D(Pretty(much(says(it(all."(©(David(Staat(
Angelo(Sciulli(Humorous(Contest(winner(2017

http://www.cauldryn.com
http://www.lenspen.com
http://www.pahaque.com
http://www.buckknives.com
http://www.buddybeds.com
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What to Bring to Conference
Each conference offers field trips and presentations unique 
to its locale, but there are some things we repeat. And some 
of those require your participation. Here is a checklist of 
what you should be bringing to the conference.
WRITING FOR THE WRITERS FORUM - Your 
written work will be gently and positively examined with 
the purpose of finding ways to improve it. Works can 
include stories, poems, photo essays, or other formats with 
an outdoor theme. Participants should bring at least 12 
copies of the work, and although the length of the works 
can vary, about 1,200 words or less would be best. It 
should not be your best work, but something you would 
like help with. Spectators are welcome.
PHOTOS FOR THE PHOTO CRITIQUE - Entertaining 
and informative for all, this program looks at photographs 
with an eye to how they could be improved. Those who 
want their shots critiqued should bring 3 to 5 digital 
images on CDs or flash drives. The critique will be led by 
Fred Lord and Dan Bernskoetter.
PHOTOS FOR MEMBERS' CHOICE CONTEST - 
Conference participants are the judges for this one. 
Members may submit one or two matted prints, color or 
black and white, and the photos may have been taken at any 
time since the beginning of photography. Altered/
manipulated images are eligible. Print size is limited to 8 x 
12 inches, matted out to 12 x 16 inches, and unframed. On Trucker(&(Casanova(©(Judy(Barnes

One more wild horse photo to whet 
your appetite…

the back of each write “Members’ Choice” and the title, but 
NOT your name. 
DONATIONS FOR THE AUCTION - The RMOWP 
Auction is not only a lot of fun but also raises some 
necessary funds for the organization. We'll be receiving 
donations from our corporate friends, but members' 
donations are also needed. Bring your own matted photos 
or note cards, published books, craft and gift items, photo 
equipment, or whatever you find lying around the house, 
with the exception of spouses. 

Thanks!

Want this newsletter e-delivered?
Let us know: info@rmowp.org

Subject: E-mail RMO
Thanks!


