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Conference 2018 Planning Continues 

Now that it is officially 2018, we’re getting serious about this year’s RMOWP conference. 

The 2018 conference takes place in the Great Sand Dunes National Park and Preserve area, with headquarters in 

Alamosa, Colorado. Dates are Sunday, September 23 through Wednesday, September 26, (that’s Sunday afternoon 

through Wednesday evening), with a post-conference all-day trip on the historic Cumbres and Toltec narrow-gauge 

steam train on Thursday, September 27. 

Lodging will be at the Alamosa Super 8, which has offered us a group rate of $89 per night for one or two adults. 

Reservations can be made by calling the motel directly at 719-589-6447. All rooms have microwaves and refrigerators, 

and breakfast is included. Pets are accepted in a limited number of designated pet rooms for $10 per pet per night. If you 

have any problems reserving your room, ask to speak with RMOWP’s contact, Assistant General Manager Carol Lasley. 

Most workshops and other sit-down presentations will 

take place in the Student Union Building at Adams State 

University in Alamosa. RMOWP will provide university 

parking passes for registrants. Those bringing pets need to 

know that pets are not permitted in the Student Union 

Building but can be walked on the university grounds. Of 

course, service animals can be taken anywhere. 

The conference will involve some driving – Great Sand 

Dunes is about 35 miles from Alamosa – but it will be well 

worth the effort. Late September should have wonderful 

fall colors, especially along the steam train’s route over 

10,015-foot Cumbres Pass, and the weather will be cool 

(downright chilly in the evenings).  

Registration forms will be included with the March-

April edition of this newsletter, but for those who want to 

plan ahead, registration fee is expected to be about $50 per 

Colorado sunsets can be dramatic, particularly when juxtaposed with  storms over the mountains.  

© 2016 William Horton 

It’s a long way up.  

A hiker pauses to catch his breath while following a trail up the first 

ridge of dunes at Great Sand Dunes National Park & Preserve.  

© 2016 William Horton 
See Conference… on pg. 8 
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Lobato Bridge, the southernmost bridge over the Rio Grande 

in Colorado, is about 13 miles east of Antonito on  

Conejos Co. Rd. G.    © 2016 William Horton 

Looking North from Lobato Bridge.  

© 2016 William Horton 

This aged alligator is resting in her own private 

pond enclosure at Colorado Gators Reptile Park 

near Hooper, just down the road from the sand 

dunes. She’s one of the oldest gators at the reptile 

park.   © 2016 William Horton 

There’s no lack of subject matter for writers, and photographic opportunities in and 

around next year’s conference location.  So mark your calendars and schedule some 

extra time to explore the area before or after conference. 

2018 RMOWP Photography and Writing Competition 

Each year we look forward to members sharing their writing and photography work through the RMOWP Photography 

and Writing Competition. Submissions lead to recognition of talent, and provide professional growth and enhancement 

for everyone in RMOWP.  

Some basic information: 

• You must be a member of RMOWP to enter but 

you can join RMOWP when you enter.  

• Entries must be postmarked no later than Monday, 

June 25, 2018.  

• The entry fee is $10.00, which covers all submis-

sions.   

• Submitted work will be displayed at the 2018 con-

ference in Alamosa, Colorado, September 23 to 26, 

2018. The awards will be presented at the confer-

ence banquet. 

• Photographs must have been produced since January 

1, 2017, except for Member’s Choice, Humorous, 

and published photographs. There are no time frame 

limits on Member’s Choice or Humorous. Published 

images must have been published since January 1, 

2016.  

• There is no time limit for the creation or publication 

date of written works, books, video and video clips; 

however, they may not have been entered in a previ-

ous RMOWP contest.  

• Complete rules and the entry form will be available 

for download from rmowp.org soon, and also sent 

out with a future newsletter. 
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Running to Freedom 

Article & photos by Laurie Ford 

“What’s next?” President Trump asks, referring to the de-

struction of historical monuments, and the history of our 

country being “ripped apart”, during a speech to the Herit-

age Foundation last October. 

What’s next? Further attacks on symbols of our Ameri-

can history – only these are living, beautiful, breathing 

ones, and the onslaught is by his own administration. If 

certain provisions in the FY 2018 budget are passed, tens 

of thousands of wild horses and burros will not only be 

ripped apart from their homes and families, but will die.  

Mitochondrial DNA science indicates that the horse 

originated in North America, died out, and was re-

introduced by the 

Spanish in the 

15th century. Be-

ginning with 

these Spanish 

horses that es-

caped from ex-

plorers and set-

tlers, the mustang 

became an inte-

gral part of the 

American land-

scape. Over time, they were joined by other breeds of es-

capees – each one representing a segment of American 

history. From the paints and appaloosas of the Native 

American tribes to the draft stock of eastern settlers, these 

horses played a vital role in the culture and development 

of the West as they carried men, and women, through the 

historical events that shaped our country.  Hundreds of 

thousands fought, and died, in countless wars to protect the 

essence of freedom, and even today they continue to be 

recruited to do the same. Although the Spanish blood has 

become diluted, the spirit and perseverance of the mustang 

– a breed we equate with freedom – has not. 

But, by the end of the 19th century the words of the 

Spanish explorer, Herman Cortez, “next to God we owe 

our victory to the horses” were forgotten, and America 

waged its own war on the very animals that had brought us 

success. Much like 

what is occurring 

today, their pres-

ence was interfer-

ing with a booming 

cattle industry and 

further develop-

ment, and the solu-

tion was to eradi-

cate them from the 

very land they had 

helped fight for. The cruelty these animals have suffered 

at the hands of man has not stopped since then – it is only 

the methods that have changed.  

In 1971 our wild horses and burros were given a tempo-

rary reprieve with the passing of the Wild Horse and Bur-

ro Act by Congress which agreed they were “living sym-

bols of the history and spirit of the west” and should be 

protected from “capture, branding, harassment and death” 

– protected from the very things that our government is 

practicing today and embracing for the future. 

When the Act was passed, the majority of horses and 

burros were to be managed by the Bureau of Land Man-

agement (BLM) as the primary use on the 53 million acres 

of land they roamed. Today, not only has a third of that 

acreage been eliminated, but they must share their remain-

ing designated habitat with livestock, energy projects, and 

other forms of public use. In addition, the U.S. Forest Ser-

vice is responsible for the horses and burros found on na-

tional forest land (2.5 million acres), and the small herds 

that roam federal park lands – such as Theodore Roosevelt 

and Assateague Island - are managed by the National Park 

Service. 

The BLM was given the task to decide how many wild 

horses and burros the land, along with its mandated uses, 

could sustain – a number referred to as the Appropriate 

Management Level – or AML. Rather than take a scien-

tific approach, the BLM focused on inaccurate and incon-

sistent population surveys, and the availability of forage 

and its allocation – the majority going to livestock.  The 

current national AML is set at 26,715 wild horses and bur-

ros – a single animal 

for every 9,171 acres 

–  and continues to 

be a central point of 

controversy.  

To satisfy the AML, 

the BLM has been 

conducting round-

ups for decades, re-

moving the excess 
Running Free in Sandwash Basin, Colorado 

Meal time (Sandwash Basin, CO) 

See “Running…” on pg. 4 
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horses and burros from their land and placing them in 

short-term holding facilities. From there, they are either 

adopted or sold with 

limitations -  the re-

maining animals are 

then sent to long term 

facilities.  

• As of March, 

2017, there were 

almost 46,000 

horses and burros 

in holding facili-

ties. 

• Only 624 have 

been placed in 

eco sanctuaries 

that raise public 

awareness and 

provide ecotour-

ism opportunities.  

• An estimated 

73,000 – in addi-

tion to 10-13,000 

2017 foals – still 

roam free – almost 60,000 over the 

BLM’s projected AML.   

The FY 2018 budget request to Con-

gress proposes shaving $10 million from 

the Wild Horse and Burro Program by 

removing some existing restrictions on 

the sale, and the disposition of excess 

animals – that includes the 60,000 men-

tioned above. In short, to deal with the 

imploding program, the answer is to kill 

the horses and burros, or sell them, 

without limitation, to those who will.  

Within the budget lurks the Appropria-

tions Bills – for the Dept. of Interior and 

Dept. of Agriculture – that will ultimately determine the 

fate of these animals. In September the House of Repre-

sentatives passed a combined appropriations bill that 

would permit, in accordance with the proposed budget, the 

BLM to “dispose” of the excess, unadoptable horses and 

burros as they see fit. The bill did not prohibit the funding 

of horse meat inspections by the USDA – opening the 

door to horse slaughter resuming in the US. The Senate, 

on the other hand, has barred the BLM from killing the 

animals, and the USDA from funding the inspections. 

Now the two versions of bills will be merged, and the real 

battle ensues as to what stays, and what goes. 

The Senate also requested the BLM, which is funded by 

the Dept. of the Interior, to come up with humane and po-

litically viable solutions to manage the wild horses and 

burros. It is unlikely that this would include the recent 

recommendations from the BLM’s Wild Horse and Burro 

Advisory Board to permanently phase out the long term 

holding facilities, and the animals within them, or to con-

sider a proposal from Russia to purchase large amounts of 

horses for their big-cat re-wilding project.  

Where will the BLM find these solutions? “Look at the 

science,” affirms Karen Herman, co-founder of Sky 

Mountain Wild Horse Sanctuary here in New Mexico. The 

sanctuary, along with partners Mt. Taylor Mustangs and 

the Carson National Forest, implemented and funded the 

first use of the fertility control vaccine Porcine Zona Pel-

lucida, or PZP, on the forest’s wild horses. 

 Although it was the BLM, in the 1970s, that sparked 

the initial research to control population through fertility 

control, they have been slow to embrace the supporting 

scientific results. In many instances it has been wild horse 

advocates – in cooperation with government agencies – 

who have pioneered ahead with administering PZP and, in 

less than a decade, have been able to stabilize the popula-

tion of targeted herds. A 2013 economic model published 

in the Journal of Zoo and Wildlife Medicine determined 

In the Onaque Mountains, Utah 

Running Free in the Onaque Mountains, Utah 

A minuette? (Onaque Mountains, UT) See “Running…” on pg. 5 

“Running…” from pg.3 
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Renewal Reminder! 

As noted in the last newsletter, RMOWP’s  

treasurer Maryann Gaug has started emailing 

renewal notices and directory update requests. 

(Renewals are due by March 31.) 

If you don’t receive something from Maryann by 

the end of January, please contact her at 

megaug@earthlink.net. 

Thanks!  

that the BLM could reach its management goals within 12 

years using fertility control – saving taxpayers millions by 

eliminating costly round-ups – estimated at $1000 per 

horse -  and long-term care –  up to $50,000 per animal 

over its lifetime.  The vaccine – at $24 a dose – is adminis-

tered every 1-3 years with a single booster following the 

initial dose.  The well-known Assateague wild horses – 

managed by the National Park Service – have been receiv-

ing fertility control for over 30 years and today are a thriv-

ing, healthy, sustainable herd. 

These partnerships between wild horse and burro advo-

cates and the BLM and USFS, are crucial to the survival of 

our country’s wild horses and burros. The majority of these 

groups are dedicated volunteers, who share in a mission to 

protect the horses and burros and their surrounding habitat. 

Not only do these volunteers assist with on- and off- range 

programs, but in doing so, reduce costs and personnel time 

of their partner agencies.  Providing sanctuaries, training, 

and placement for those animals removed from the range, 

raising public awareness, and devoting countless hours of 

their time are only a few additional examples of how or-

ganizations, such as Sky Mountain, have helped, and will 

continue to help, protect our wild horses and burros.  

Managing our wild horse and burro herds through eu-

thanization, or reopening horse slaughter, is not a humane, 

science-based solution. Neither is the practice of gather 

and removal which, in a 2013 study by the National Acad-

emy of Science, found “likely to keep the population at a 

size that maximizes population growth rates, which in turn 

maximizes the number of animals that must be removed to 

holding facilities.” Despite the Academy’s recommenda-

tion to increase the use of fertility control to manage herd 

populations, it has never been allocated more than 4% of 

the Wild Horses and Burro Program’s budget, and the up-

coming budget would practically zero out even this 

miniscule funding. 

From Bob Seger’s song Against the Wind, the phrase 

“living to run and running to live” is a perfect assessment 

of the situation our wild horses and burros are currently 

facing. The question is, can they outrun the antiquated 

methods of controlling their population, and the special 

interest groups intent on destroying them? We need to find 

a way to better manage our wild horses and burros – not 

by killing them. 

What is next?  You can contact your representatives in 

Congress, and the involved government agencies, to voice 

your concerns. And, you can stay informed by visiting: 

• https://americanwildhorsecampaign.org/ 

• https://returntofreedom.org/ 

• https://www.blm.gov/programs/wild-horse-and-

burro 

Another kind of dance (Onaque Mountains, UT) 

National Park Service Announces  

Fee-Free Days for 2018 

The following four days no entrance fees will be 

charged at any National Park Service property.  

• Monday, January 15 – Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

• Saturday, April 21 – First Day of National Park 

Week 

• Saturday, September 22 – National Public Lands 

Day 

• Sunday, November 11 – Veterans Day 

This waiver does not cover amenity or user fees for ac-

tivities such as camping, boat launching, transportation, 

or special.  

For more information, visit www.nps.gov. 

“Running…” from pg. 4 

mailto:megaug@earthlink.net?subject=RMOWP%20membership
https://americanwildhorsecampaign.org
https://returntofreedom.org
https://www.blm.gov/programs/wild-horse-and-burro
https://www.blm.gov/programs/wild-horse-and-burro
http://www.nps.gov
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Writer’s Corner 

The Greatest Gift 

By Virginia Parker Staat 

"I love the tradition of Dickens, where even the most minor  

walk-on characters are twitching and particular and alive."  

~Donna Tartt 

It was a gem of a find. It had rained for six days straight, 

and we were looking for a diversion. As David and I 

strolled through the small ferry terminal in Wrangell, Alas-

ka, we discovered a cart filled with discarded library 

books, all free for the taking. Within minutes, I had several 

keepers in my hands. The most promising was The Great-

est Gift by Philip Van Doren Stern. This short story in-

spired the movie classic, It’s a Wonderful Life, one of my 

Christmas favorites. 

I love to read beginnings and how great writers develop 

their wonderful stories into classics. That evening I curled 

up in the camper, relishing the time before me in the com-

pany of this small book. Too quickly I was done and dis-

appointed.  

Stern’s short story was far from what I had envisioned. 

It seemed flat and sketchy. The opening was similar to It’s 

a Wonderful Life, with a desperate George Bailey on a 

bridge, contemplating suicide by diving into the icy river 

below. However, in place of the wingless, second-class 

angel Clarence, a nameless little man appeared in Stern’s 

version. The little man offered George the opportunity to 

see the world as if he had never been born. Missing from 

the short story, however, were the multitude of minor char-

acters I had grown to love in the movie. There was no des-

picable Mr. Potter; no absent-minded Uncle Billy, grieving 

Mr. Gower, or seductive Violet; no Bert and Ernie sere-

nading at George and Mary’s window; and no sign of 

Zuzu’s petals. My problem was that I knew It’s a Wonder-

ful Life all too well.  

It seemed to me that Mr. Stern had been inspired with a 

most wonderful idea, yet he had missed a tremendous op-

portunity. In the book’s afterword, Stern’s daughter re-

vealed the details of her father writing The Greatest Gift. 

She recalled him saying that the story had come to him 

intact and that he never thought of changing it. She also 

said that he was a historian by trade and had just begun 

writing fiction. The Greatest Gift was among his first at-

tempts at writing a short story.  

I certainly identified with Mr. Stern. When I was in col-

lege, I wrote a melodramatic short story about the final 

moments in a suicidal man’s life. My writing professor 

was brutally honest with me, explaining that short stories 

were no place for suicides. It takes much longer than the 

space allowed in a short story to develop a character so 

emotionally desperate. When comparing Stern’s original 

short story to It’s a Wonderful Life, we can clearly see that 

Want this newsletter e-delivered? 

Let us know: info@rmowp.org 

Subject: E-mail RMO 

Thanks! 

this is true. In The Greatest Gift, Stern writes eight sen-

tences explaining why George wants to commit suicide. 

Over two-thirds of the movie is dedicated to understanding 

why George feels so desperate. It is the quintessential ex-

ample of character development. 

Rich, three-dimensional characters are the cornerstone 

for any story. They draw our readers in, offering emotion 

and connection. We develop our characters through de-

tails, dialogue, and action, whether writing fiction or non-

fiction. Nature writer Bill Roorbach explains, “A lot has 

been written about characters and character when it comes 

to fiction. Many of the same techniques apply to nonfic-

tion: Through detail, through gesture, through talk, 

through close understanding of whole lives before and af-

ter the scope of your story, you make your people vivid in 

your reader’s head.” 

Every character we introduce to our readers – even mi-

nor characters – must have a purpose. They must move the 

story along in some way or add depth to our protagonist. A 

character may be an antagonist, opposing and/or foiling. 

They may be dynamic, changing as a result of our story. 

They may be mentor, tempter, lover, trickster, supporter, 

or sidekick to our protagonist. Readers should feel that 

every character we introduce has a life outside our story.  

Let’s look at the minor, femme fatale character Violet 

Bick in It’s a Wonderful Life. Why is she important to 

George’s story? Webster’s Dictionary defines a femme 

fatale as a woman who attracts men with an aura of charm 

and mystery. George seems to be one of the few people in 

Violet’s life who sees beyond her allure, treating her hon-

orably. Violet’s titillating, temptress dialogue and actions 

are different when she’s around George. As a result of Vi-

olet’s minor character, we understand protagonist George 

and his personality more clearly.  

When we focus on developing the characters in our sto-

ries, we add richness and depth to our work. They pull 

readers into our story, evoking emotion and connection. 

We develop characters through details, dialogue, and ac-

tion. Once mastered, our characters become one of the 

greatest gifts we can offer our readers. 

[To understand more about characterization, I invite you 

to read Philip Van Doren Stern’s short story The Greatest 

Gift (available free online) then watch the movie It’s a 

Wonderful Life. Compare the characters in each, focusing 

on their purpose and personality.] 

mailto:info@rmowp.org?subject=E-mail%20RMO
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A Life Lesson 

Article & photos by Jack Olson 

Sometimes a life can change under the simplest circum-

stances. No heroics. No national attention. I still wonder 

how the lives of some troubled boys might have been al-

tered. 

Many years ago, when I was fairly new to Colorado, I 

became a member of the Colorado Mountain Club to meet 

people and learn about places to hike in the mountains. 

Soon after, a Denver community organization connected 

with CMC to create a program called “Hike Out.” It 

paired social workers with a person familiar with the 

mountains and hiking. The idea was to take disadvantaged 

or troubled boys and give them an experience in learning 

something new and testing their mettle. 

I volunteered for the hiker role and was paired with two 

social workers. We were joined by six boys. We would 

have six weeks, one day a week, to acquaint these boys 

with the outdoors, with the exercise of hiking, and with 

some joint problem-solving. We would try to build some 

team spirit. The boys were about twelve years old. Five of 

them were seemingly streetwise, rough-on-the-edges kids. 

But the last one was dressed more neatly, with hair 

combed, and was more withdrawn. The other boys just 

ignored him. 

This was quite a different experience, hiking in the 

mountains with boys who might have never been out of 

the Denver area, with the possible exception of the quiet 

boy. The first day we had been hiking for some time, 

through dense, dark woods and grassy, sun-flecked mead-

ows. One of the rough-edged boys asked me how many 

blocks we'd hiked. How many blocks.  

One day we arrived at the ruins of a forlorn, forgotten 

mining camp. I thought they'd be fascinated by a peek at 

Colorado's history from the previous century. But they 

started clambering on the wooden buildings. There were 

even open pits much too close to adventurous boys. We 

couldn't have that kind of behavior or “Hike Out” might 

become a newsworthy disaster. There was only one thing 

to do. I hiked them until they were pooped, and they'd just 

lie down when we stopped. They were not used to the ele-

vation. Score one for the old guy. 

The weeks went on, and the rough-and-tumble kids 

melded with us more and more. But they still ignored the 

quiet 

boy. It 

ap-

peared 

to have 

to do 

with a 

feeling 

that he 

was not 

really 

their 

kind. I 

didn't 

think 

things were going to change, but we adults tried to encour-

age and support him. There didn't seem to be anything we 

could do to make the boys into a complete team. 

On our final day of “Hike Out,” we drove clear up to 

Summit Lake at 12,800 feet. We wanted to give the boys 

an experience in the high country, to see what it was like 

when there were no more trees. Summit Lake lies in a 

cirque beneath 14,265 foot Mt. Evans, one of the highest 

mountains in Colorado. It's a stunning environment of tun-

dra, wildflowers, mountain goats, and bighorn sheep. It is 

absolutely spectacular, and I thought the boys would feel 

proud of their achievement. But strangely, the rough boys, 

especially, seemed somewhat overwhelmed by the mas-

sive walls of rock towering above them. As we began to 

hike around the lake, they were unusually silent. No 

roughhousing or boasting. 

We got about halfway around the lake and saw a small 

bird rising up from the lake then falling back, rising up 

and falling back, over and over. The bird was wrapped in 

fishing line, surely a fatal situation. It was flapping around 

and the tough kids shuddered, afraid, cowered back. But 

the quiet boy strode right over to the bird, picked it up, 

unwrapped the fishing line, and the unfettered bird flew 

away. 

Everything changed in an instant. That boy immediately 

became one of the group. They gathered all around him, 

amazed at his courage. We were a team. I would like to 

think that the boys, all of them, learned a valuable life les-

son that day.  

I did. 

Mountain Goats near Summit Lake 

Summit Lake at 12,800 feet on Mount Evans, Colorado 



Rocky Mountain Outdoors 
Published bi-monthly by 

Rocky Mountain Outdoor Writers and Photographers, Inc. 

Editor: Don Laine 

Layout/Design: Barb Laine 

Send editorial materials to Don Laine, info@rmowp.org; or snail 
mail to 76 Eototo Road, El Prado, NM 87529. 

Opinions expressed in articles in Rocky Mountain Outdoors are 
those of the articles’ author and do not necessarily represent 
the views of Rocky Mountain Outdoor Writers and Photogra-
phers, its officers, board of directors, and staff. 

Copyright © 2018 by Rocky Mountain Outdoor Writers and Pho-
tographers, Inc. Reproduction in whole or in part is prohibited 
without written permission from the author or editor. 

 

RMOWP Officers 

President, Kent Taylor, Richardson, TX  

Vice President, Virginia Parker Staat, The Woodlands, TX 

Secretary, Diane McKinley, Bryn Mawr, PA 

Treasurer, Maryann Gaug, Silverthorne, CO 

Board of Directors 

Jack Olson, Englewood, CO (2018) 

Linda Bundren, Springfield, IL (2018) 

Richard Youngblood, Katy, TX (2019) 

Linda Haehnle, Aurora, CO (2019) 

Russ Bromby, Lakewood, CO (2020) 

Jo Dodd, Marion, IL (2020) 

Rocky Mountain Outdoors, January-February 2018 

8 

2018 RMOWP Calendar 

May 30 ~ Scholarship deadline 

June 23-27 ~ Photo Workshop in Rocky Mountain 
National Park 

June 25 ~ 2018 Photo & Writing Contest Deadline 

September 23-26 ~ Conference, Alamosa, CO & 
Great Sand Dunes National Park & Preserve 

See www.rmowp.org for details 

New Gunsmithing Series 

Montana member Fred Zeglin announces the first two 

publications in a new series of technical manuals for gun-

smithing. As a gunsmithing instructor, Zeglin realized 

there is a dearth of good teaching materials on the subject 

and decided to begin to rectify that. Each booklet in the 

series will address and explore one specific aspect of gun-

smithing, providing highly detailed ex-

planations in terms easy to understand, 

whether you are a professional or hob-

byist. 

In the first in the series, Chambering 

for Ackley Cartridges, Zeglin describes 

how to correctly headspace any style of 

Ackley Improved Cartridge, which “are 

probably the most abused of all car-

tridges by the gunsmithing trade.”  

The second booklet is Understanding 

Headspace for Firearms and addresses 

a subject often seen as mysterious. Zeglin maintains head-

space is easily quantified and measured, and proceeds to 

explain the subject fully and technical-

ly, yet clearly. 

Next up will be Chambering Rifle 

Barrels for Accuracy, and Zeglin will 

be joined by Gunsmith Gordy Gritters 

to provide the student with everything 

he/she needs to know to produce bar-

rels for the best accuracy, whether for 

hunting or target shooting. 

The first two softcover booklets, 44 

and 51 pages respectively, cost $12.95 

each and are available from the author’s website (www.4-

dproducts.com). 

General Emu wants you to attend 

RMOWP’s 2018 conference  

in Alamosa, Colorado (see pg. 1).  

And incidentally, be sure to come visit 

him at Colorado Gators Reptile Park 

near Hooper, just down the road from 

the sand dunes.  

[By the way, did you know that the 

emu is the second largest living bird 

by height—after its flightless relative 

the ostrich.] 

© 2016 William Horton 

person and the Cumbres and Toltec train ride will be about 

$90 per person, including lunch. 

We haven’t negotiated meal prices yet, but expect them 

to be reasonable. Please bring your America the Beautiful 

or other federal lands passes, as we will be carpooling into 

the national park and other public lands.  

Alamosa is about 235 miles southwest of Denver and 

200 miles north of Albuquerque, New Mexico.  

Conference… from pg. 1 
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