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They wrote, they photographed, they 
created. Then they came, they saw, they oo-
hed and aaahed, and finally, some were re-
warded for their inspirations and creations. 
The Annual RMOWP Awards competition 
once again brought a wonderful collection of 
our members’ talent together for all to enjoy. 

Each first place award winner received a 
plaque, some representing multiple first place 
awards in different categories. Second and 
third place winners received a certificate 
composed of a background of our group of 
photographers at Bryce Canyon rim at the 
2000 conference along with the place, per-
son's name, and list of awards in that place.

We separated plaques and certificates 
for writing only and photography only so 
some people received more than one plaque 
or certificate.

A couple of other facts: 13 members 
submitted (12 were reported at the banquet, 
but another member submitted photography 
for members' choice). That's the same num-
ber of members (13) that submitted work 
last year when RMOWP had more members.

All entries were exhibited during the 
conference. Wednesday night was the slide 
show of all entries. The talent of RMOWP 
members was enjoyed by all pre-
sent. Hardcopy and prints were displayed at 
the banquet on Saturday night.

Ron Hellbusch and Maryann Gaug were 
co-chairs of this event and were happy to see 

so many participants, but hope to see many 
more at next year’s competition. A few cate-
gories had no entries; you could have had 
them all to yourself! So start planning now to 
prepare and submit your artistic creations for 
next year.

For full details on the awards, see the 
center section starting on page 6. Thank you, 
Maryann Gaug, for this update on awards!

Here They Come...the RMOWP Awards!
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So You Want to be an Editor?!
Then this is your big chance! It is 

time for me to pass the torch of 
RMO’s editorial duties on to the next 
printmeister of RMOWP. I have truly 
enjoyed the creative outlet and fulfill-
ment of pulling each issue together, 
but need more time to focus on the 
website, and full- time work keeps me 
from keeping up as well as I’d like to 
with both activities. 

I need to turn over editor duty by 
the end of this year, or anytime 
sooner, so now’s the time to step up 
and take the newsletter to the next 
level of expression and creativity. Be-
ing editor is a great chance to know 
what’s going on, meet and work with 
other members, build your skills, and 
wield vast editorial power! If you are 
interested and would like to know 
more, please contact me, Cindy 
Stone, at cindy@rmowp.org or at 
509-627-4747. 



From the President 
Greetings from Our New President!

Another grand and glorious conference has passed into history – our 30th! Tom and 
Buellah Bishop did a smashing job of putting together a tremendously enjoyable few days in 
Lander and its environs. It was a small but choice gathering of 26 and I think I can safely say 
a good time was had by all.

As we are all aware, these gatherings are, to a large extent, the glue which bonds 
RMOWP together. Seminars, workshops, and symposiums offer us updates for what's new 
in our line of work, or maybe a new way to get the information we need, or even a new slant 
on an old topic. Field trips provide new grist for both our photo and writing mills, plus nu-
merous opportunities to capture that special scene on film for submittal in next year's photo 
contest!

And of course the people. We joyously greet old friends and happily welcome new ones 
to the fold. This year we added four new friends: Jim and Diane Blakeslee came down from 
Cody, Wyoming, and Frank and Sherry Zurey made the trek from Golden, Colorado. Frank 
had attended a few events at the Denver conference last year, and Sherry had joined him for 
the banquet, but I'm sorry to say I missed meeting them there. Several of Frank's very fine 
photos took prizes in our photo contest this year (see details elsewhere in this newsletter). 
Jim joined our ranks this past winter, he and Diane being relatively recent transplants from 
New England. We thoroughly enjoyed getting to know the Blakeslees and Zureys, and we 
hope to see much more of them at future conferences.

At the Annual Meeting during the conference, members approved the proposed by-
laws changes with a few re-wordings. In the next newsletter, you will receive a copy of the 
by-laws as amended, and of course they will be posted on the website. The most important 
change was the simplification of membership categories to allow ALL members, except stu-
dent and supporting, to have full voting rights in all business of the corporation and to in-
clude all members in our annual writing and photo competition. This pleases me greatly, as I 
have for long wanted to include all members in all aspects of RMOWP.

Winter is now fast approaching – when Don and I left Taos on September first, the 
weather was still quite warm even into the late evening, and now the temperature begins 
dropping with the sun. There's a crispness in the air which speaks of autumn, the chamisa is 
blooming (and I'm sneezing), and the aspens are beginning to turn golden in the high coun-
try. As we drove in on U.S. 64 from Tres Piedras, we could see snow on the top of Wheeler 
Peak.

This is a time for gathering our thoughts and planning ahead, and in future newsletters 
I will be spelling out some of my goals for RMOWP. We have members already working on 
the next two conferences: Lee Carr preparing for 2004 in Durango, Colorado and John Cat-
sis for 2005 in Silver City, New Mexico. Others are researching possible sites in southeastern 
Utah for 2006. RMOWP is a vibrant and working band of people, with a wide variety of 
achievements and goals, abilities and talents. Let us continue to come together to share our 
knowledge and stimulate our minds.

A happy autumn to all of you. 'Til next time...
~ Barb Laine, RMOWP President 

Barb Laine,
RMOWP President
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RMOWP Organization
Board of Directors
Jon Sheppard (2004)
Helen Shields (2004)

Maryann Gaug (2006)
Ben Moffett (2006)
Ruth Raupe (2006)

Past-Presidents' Council
Lee Carr, Chairman

Kelly Gatlin
Dr. Beto Gutierrez

Jack Olson

Membership Chair
Anne Sullivan

Officers

President
Barb Laine

Vice President
Jack Olson 

Secretary
Anne Sullivan

 Treasurer
Lee Carr

Awards Chair
Maryann Gaug
Ron Hellbush

Scholarship Chair
Jeff Pederson

Newsletter Editor
Cindy Stone

Webmaster
Cindy Stone

Medical Advisor
Dr. Beto Gutierrez

About RMOWP 
Formed in 1973, the Rocky Mountain Outdoor Writers and Photographers, Inc. is a re-
gional non-profit organization of professional and aspiring communicators, dedicated to the 
improvement of communicating the outdoor experience in the Rocky Mountain west. 

Visit our website at mowp.org for more information about the mission, activities, and mem-
bership of RMOWP.

About the Newsletter 
to get craft improvement 
and any other relevant tips, 
articles, and photos!

Send articles and photos to 
the editor, Cindy Stone, at:

cindy@rmowp.org
1352 Chardonnay Dr
Richland WA 99352-7303
Fax & Phone: 
509-627-4747

RMOWP publishes the 
Rocky Mountain Outdoors 
newsletter bi-monthly. 

Share your outdoor  media, 
writing, & photography ex-
pertise, experiences, and 
achievements with fellow 
members. Help showcase 
and improve the talents of 
members. Keep us informed 
of important issues affecting 
the outdoor lifestyle and 
media profession. We’d love 

Next Newsletter Deadline
November 10 2003

Please send submissions to be 
received by this date for the No-
vember/December 2003 issue. 

Cover title bar photo: 
The beautiful terrain of Red 
Canyon, about 15 miles 
south of Lander, WY, is a 
major refuge for wintering 
elk. Photo by John Catsis.
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“Dedicated to the 
improvement of 

communicating the 
outdoor experience.”

Editorial Note
All URLs in the newsletter 

are shown without the 
“www.” prefix to save 
space; unless otherwise 
noted, assume that you 

need to include the prefix 
when entering the URL in 

your browser address.



Sacajawea, the Shosone Indian who guided the Lewis 
and Clark expedition, is believed to be buried at this 

cemetery just 12 miles north of Lander.  She is 
shown here examining a sand dollar, representing her 

arrival on the shore of the Pacific Ocean. 

MEMBER NEWS & EVENTS
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2003 RMOWP Conference Photo Gallery

South Pass City is one of the top three restored 
ghost towns in all of America. John Catsis.

Above, old wagon wheel in South Pass City, by Jack Olson. At 
left, members Frank Zurey and Georgette Sotos. John Catsis.



2003 RMOWP Conference Photo Gallery
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MEMBER NEWS & EVENTS

Members Tom Bishop, Becky 
Minor, & Ron Hellbusch, l-r. 
Joel Evans, lower right. Pho-
tos by John Catsis. 

At right, wagon wheel at 
South Pass City, and below, a 
modern-day ghost disappear-
ing into an old cabin of a 
ghost town near Lander. Pho-
tos by Jack Olson.
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MEMBER NEWS & EVENTS

Photography 35 mm Slides

1 – People Outdoors
         1st – Girls Can Do it  -  Sue Baker

         2nd – Fishing is a Spectator Sport – Frank 
Zurey

         3rd – Enjoying Ouzel Falls – Maryann Gaug

2 – Scenics

         1st – Partly Cloudy  -  Jay Myers

         2nd – Monochrome  -  John Catsis

         3rd – Sunflowers in Prime  -  Jim Baker

#3  - Flora

        1st – Tapestry  -  Frank Zurey

        2nd – Water Lily – Jack Olson

        3rd – Redbud  -  Jim Baker

#4 – Fauna

        1st – Corkscrew Swamp  -  Jack Olson

        2nd – Bottoms up  - Frank Zurey

        3rd – You Wanna do What?  -  John Catsis

#5 – Last Conference

1st – Red Rocks Park  -  Jack Olson

        2nd – Only Flour, Sugar and Beans  -  Jim 
Baker

        3rd – Indian Paint Brush  -  Frank Zurey

#6 – Historical

1st – Buckhorn Panel -  Maryann Gaug

2nd – Last Stop for White Satin  -  Sue Baker

        3rd – Sedona Steps  -  John Catsis

#7 – Cultural

        1st – Independence Day Celebration  -  Jack 
Olson

        2nd – Route 66 Lives  - John Catsis

        3rd – Red Rocks Amphitheater  - Jim Baker

#8 – Events

1st – South Fork Evacuation Point  - Sue Baker

        2nd – Trappers Lake Fire  - Ron Belak

        3rd – Pumpkin Festival  - Jack Olson

#9 – Best of Show

1st Place only – Corkscrew Swamp  - Jack Olson

Photography Prints

#10 – Color Prints

          1st – Enchanted Rock  -  Frank Zurey

          2nd – Maple Mosaic  - Charlotte Myers

          3rd – Lookin for a home  -  Jim Baker

#11 – Black and White Prints

No submittals!

#12 – Color Prints from Digital Camera

          1st – Mt. Baldy Winter  - Maryann Gaug

          2nd – Bird and His Flowers  - Georgette Sotos

          3rd – Taliesin Polarized  - Connie Catsis

#13 – Black and White Prints from Digital Camera

         No Submittals!

#14 – Photography: Published Works

1st – White Gold, Bugle Magazine, May, 
2002  -  Jack Olson

2nd – Successful Photography Magazine, 
April, 2003  -  Frank Zurey

3rd – Grasshopper, Outdoors Oklahoma 
Magazine, July, 2002  -  Jim Baker

2003 RMOWP Competition Awards
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Photography Member’s Choice

1st – Fall Ride, Durango-Silverton RR, Mary-
ann Gaug

2nd – Mother Flower, Jim Baker

3rd – Timmy, Buellah Bishop

Writing

#18 – Newspaper Columns, Articles, Editorial State-
ments

1st – Wildfire-Ten Mile Times, August, 2002  
- Maryann Gaug

2nd – Building Bridges-Ten Mile Times, Au-
gust, 2002  -  Maryann Gaug

3rd – Lesson From Woods-Ten Mile Times, 
February 2003  -  Maryann Gaug

#19 – Magazine Articles

1st – Photography 101 - Whellin’ Sportsman  
-  John Catsis

2nd – Navigating in the Outdoors - Colorado 
Outdoors  -  John Axelson

3rd – Summer Symphony - Copper Magazine  
- Maryann Gaug

#20 – Web Writing

1st – Better Photos, Better Memories - Dis-
cover Outdoors  -  John Catsis

2nd – White River Forest Plan - Cyberwest  -
Maryann Gaug

3rd – Photo Afield / Fall and Winter - Dis-
cover Outdoors  -  John Catsis

#21 – Books and Scripts for TV / Movie / Video

1st – Hiking Colorado  III  (book) -  Mary-
ann Gaug

2nd – Big Game Guide Colorado (book)  -
John Axelson

#22 – Newsletter Articles, Editorial Statements or 
Article Series

1st – Jack Samson, OWAA -  Outdoors 
Unlimited  -  John Catsis

2nd – Jack’s Jaunts, Wyoming - RMOWP 
Newsletter  -  Jack Olson

3rd – Meeting my Idol - RMOWP Newsletter  

-  Jack Olson

Publicity

#23  -  No Submittals!

                                      Art
# 24 - No Submittals!

Photography Novice

2003 RMOWP Competition Awards

Photo Workshop Coordinator      
Opportunity!!!

Do you like to organize? Put things to-
gether? We need you!!!

John Catsis has decided he's been the 
RMOWP Photo Workshop Coordinator long 
enough and is stepping down as master organ-
izer. He has written a synopsis of the myriad 
big and little things he has been doing to get 
each workshop off the ground, and he has ten-
tatively reserved the YMCA of the Rockies for 
next June 10-15. 

Payment for this position – made only if 
the workshop actually happens, so it's a gam-
ble – is $600. And you could be just the right 
person to make it an all-around success! E-mail 
Barb Laine at lainedb@newmex.com immedi-
ately if you are interested.
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This story written by Anne Sullivan 
took first prize in the extempora-
neous writing competition held 
each year at the conference.

By 1837

Once upon a time somewhere 
between the time of the dinosaurs and 
that of the space ships, a lad lived in 
Wyoming north of Lander. He was 
named Popo Agie after the river but he 

was called P. A. because no one, not 
even his parents, could pronounce 
Popo Agie. He grew up strong and 
hardy riding horses all day long until an 
even hardier Appaloosa stomped on 
him in a fit of pique.

That cut short P.A.’s cowboy ca-
reer since he could ride for only an 
hour or two at a time. After one day 
working in the mines, P.A. discovered 
he was claustrophobic, so he felt very 
fortunate to find a position selling 
compasses that were made in Riverton.

P.A. traveled all over the territory 
selling his compasses. One night he 
dines on an enormous hamburger at 
the Mercantile in Atlantic City. He was 
tired but there was no room in any of 
the inns so P.A. was forced to travel on 

a few miles to South Pass City. There 
he was shown a small back bedroom 
on the upper floor of the South Pass 
Hotel.

It was obvious from the amount 
of snoring emanating from the other 
rooms that this hotel was also crowded 
so P.A. knew he would have to share 
his bed with some stranger. He was 
surprised to find he was alone.

“You may be in luck,” the inn-
keeper said. “This is my best room. 
The fellow who was in here just got 
shot. It’s pretty late, but you’d better 
sleep on one side of the bed ‘cuz if 
anyone needs a room, this is where 
they’re coming.”

So P.A. was not surprised when 
long after he’d fallen asleep, he heard 
the door creak open, the tired bed-
springs squeak, and, with a heavy sigh, 
a body slipped in beside him. Turning 
over, P.A. felt a scratchy sensation dif-
ferent from that of the blanket. Briefly 
thinking that the stranger possessed a 
long beard, P.A. slept again, gratified 
that the stranger did not snore.

Toward the end of the black 
night, P.A. sat bolt upright in the bed, 
full awake.

It wasn’t a bad dream. A smell 
had awakened him. A bad smell. A ter-
rible, terrible smell. The nadir of revolt-
ing smells.

One sniff assured him of the 
source – the bedmate had neither 
bathed lately nor for many a day.

As P.A. scrambled out of bed, the 
breaking dawn found its way through 
the dirty window and streaked across 
the bed. P.A. stole a look at the crea-
ture that shared his bed.

At that moment, P.A.’s hair stood 
on end. When it relaxed onto his scalp, 
it was a most attractive pure white.

P.A.’s bedmate was a wolf.
“Not in my buck bed!” P.A. shouted. 
“Wolves are not socially acceptable!” 
He grabbed his gun belt and departed 
the South Pass Hotel forever and for 
all.

The wolf awoke with a start, leapt 
out of bed and ran across the street to 
the unisex bathroom where he changed 
into his sheep’s clothing. And they 
both lived happily ever after.

Moral: There is no moral except 
perhaps the advice given to me by my 
father when he dropped me off for my 
freshman year in college: “The only 
person you have to sleep with is your-
self.”

A Cautionary Wyoming Tale 

Above: Anne Sullivan. Photo by John 
Catsis. Left: Main street of Lander at 
sunrise. Jack Olson photo. 
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2003 RMOWP Conference Photo Gallery

Conference hosts Tom and Buellah Bishop call Atlantic City, Wyoming their sum-
mer home.  Downtown one finds the Mercantile, where we had a delightful lunch 

in a 1890's restaurant and bar. 

Our gang enjoyed a catered barbeque dinner at 
Lander's city park.  Conference hosts Tom and 
Buellah Bishop are at the far right. New mem-
bers Diane Blakeslee and Kira McCoy in cam-
eos at left and lower right, and long-time mem-

ber and new treasurer Lee Carr above.
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Losing a Friend
Our longtime friend, Bob Minor, 

passed away July 23, 2003.  Bob, hus-
band of member Betty and father of 
member Becky, was a constant partici-
pant in RMOWP activities for many 
years.

Bob Minor left us way too soon.  
He was always present at our Confer-
ences, accompanying Betty and Becky.  
He was not technically an RMOWP 
member, but anyone who knew him 
would have considered him to be one 
of us.

One thing I remember about Bob 
is that he knew so much about so many 
things. We were talking one day and he 
told me how he visited forts all over 
the country. He knew so much about 
the history of the forts, and the coun-
try. That discussion caused me to begin 
a fascination with photographing forts, 
and Bob and I talked about forts many 
times thereafter. His list of forts visited 
was far, far longer than mine.

A memorial service was held for 
Bob on July 29 at Jefferson Unitarian 
Church in Golden, Colorado. Family 
members in attendance, in addition to 
Betty and Becky, included sons Mark 
and Jamie, and Bob’s brother.  

RMOWP members who attended 

the service were Jay and Dusty Fullin-
wider, Tom and Beulah Bishop, Geor-
gia Colao, Lee Carr, and Jack Olson.

Bob married Betty in 1957 and 
received his degree in forestry from the 
University of Missouri in 1958. He 
joined the U.S. Forest Service in 1958.  
Bob served in Missouri, Minnesota, 
and eventually in Colorado, where he 
remained to finish his career with the 
Forest Service.

Family members, when asked to 
use one word to describe Bob’s attrib-
utes, mentioned “practicality” and 
“decisive”. As evidence of the latter, 
when the opportunity arose for Bob to 
move to a new location with the Forest 
Service, Bob chose to remain in 
Golden, taking early retirement, as his 
children were established in school and 
he didn’t want to move them. As evi-
dence of the former, Bob allowed a pet 
turkey to stick around a little longer---
until Thanksgiving. 

Bob was a friend to all, and intel-
lectually involved. He’s leaving a legacy 
to all who knew him.

~ Jack Olson

Photos l-r clockwise: Bob and Betty at 
conference June 2002; Becky, Bob, and 
Betty (foreground right) with other 
RMOWP members at Golden, CO, train 
museum during conference 2002 (photos 
Kelly Gatlin). At left, Betty at this year’s 
Lander conference (photo John Catsis).



Rocky Mounta in Outdoors                            

SUPPORTING MEMBER NEWS & EVENTS

Page 11

“Getting exposure” is a term fa-
miliar to all photographers. It refers to 
not only getting a good image exposure 
but also exposure to a potential audi-
ence. It's essential to being able to share 
your art (and perhaps market it). All 
photographers look for outlets that will 
display their work. The BlueRibbon 
Coalition, an RMOWP supporting 
member, would like to offer nature 
photographers that opportunity.

The BlueRibbon Coalition (BRC) 
is a grassroots, non-profit, national or-
ganization that champions responsible 
multiple use of public lands. BRC be-
lieves in preserving our resources and 
lands for the public to use and enjoy. It 
is composed of recreationists from all 
walks of life and forms of recreation. 
Snowmobilers, four wheelers, hunters, 
mountain bikers, fisherman, motorcycle 
enthusiasts, ATVers, back country 
equestrians, and SUV owners make up 
the near 750,000 folks that BRC repre-
sents.

BRC fights for the right to access 
on public lands. But it also fights to 
eliminate unauthorized and illegal ac-
tivities that do damage to our recrea-
tional opportunities. Nature and land-
scape photographers have a chance to 
help BRC accomplish this mission.
BRC is going to develop a scenic land-
scapes calendar for 2004. The calendar 
will depict wonderful scenes from 
across our great country of places we 
enjoy visiting; but also places that we 
might lose if we don't take care of them 
and use them properly. BRC is not 
looking for currently designated Wil-
derness areas, but just about any other 
natural landscape will fit this calendar 
or the cover of the BlueRibbon Coali-

tion Magazine, especially if it has the 
potential to be closed to most public 
recreational access or eventually turned 
into Wilderness. BRC is not against 
Wilderness as outlined in the 1964 
original Wilderness Act, but it does not 
support the addition of new Wilderness 
areas unless they comply with the origi-
nal Act.

So the calendar and magazine 
cover is about nature, landscapes, 
scenes, and vistas that are accessible by 
motorized vehicles, mountain bikes, 
and equestrians. Thousands of these 
calendars will hang in kitchens and of-
fices around the country. Your images 
will be credited with your name and 
web site/contact info. Because the Blu-
eRibbon Coalition is a 501.c.3 (IRS 
non-profit organization), you can write 
off this donation as per state and fed-
eral tax laws.

If you'd like to help BRC and do-
nate images to the calendar project or 
the BlueRibbon Coalition Magazine, 
please send them to: BlueRibbon Coali-
tion Attn: Teresa Combe, Color slides, 
medium format, or even large format 
images are preferred. Color prints are 
also acceptable if they are of adequate 
quality and size (8.5 x 11") to digitize. 
Sharp images shot from a tripod are 
preferred.

If you have any questions, please 
contact Michael Patty, BRC Magazine 
editor or Teresa Combe at 800-258-
3742. If your photograph is chosen for 
the BlueRibbon Coalition Magazine 
Cover you will get $50.00 worth of 
BRC merchadise that you choose.

The BlueRibbon Coalition is also 
looking for trail ride stories. If you 
know of anyone who would like to sub-
mit a trail story consisting of 500-1000 
words have him or her contact Michael 
Patty at 800-258-3742 ext 103 or Teresa 

Nature Photography 
Opportunity with BRC

And Now, Behind Door 
# 3...the Grand Prize!

Okay, there’s no door #3 or 
Grand prize behind it, but now that I 
have your attention, here’s the new 
password info! The new user ID will 
be pikespeak, and the new password 
will be 14110. That’s the elevation of 
the famous peak, so this is an educa-
tional tidbit you can commit to your 
memory. Get it? Got it? Good!

Now don’t tell all your friends 
because then it won’t be secret any-
more, but hey, if they’re a member of 
RMOWP and miss this note, then 
remind them that it’s time for the 
password to be changed. The new 
access codes will go into effect 
around mid-October.

Combe ext 106 for article criteria.
Thank you for supporting the 

BlueRibbon Coalition with your pho-
tography and story contribution. 

~ Del Albright and Teresa Combe

Be All That You Can 
Be... as Photo Work-
shop Coordinator!!!

Needed Immediately! 
Photo Workshop Coordina-
tor for June 10-15, 2004. 
Interested? Contact Jack 
Olson 303-777-8998 or 
Barb Laine 505-758-8922.



We’re on the web at

www.rmowp.org

RMOWP Newsletter Editor
Cindy Stone
1352 Chardonnay Dr
Richland WA 99352-7303

2004

July RMOWP Conference

Durango CO

2005

June RMOWP Conference

Silver City NM

Communicate With RMOWP ! 

Share your outdoor media, writing, & photogra-
phy expertise, experiences, and achievements 
with fellow members. Help showcase and im-
prove the talents of members. Send articles and 
photos to the editor, Cindy Stone, at:

cindy@rmowp.org
1352 Chardonnay Dr
Richland WA 99352-7303
Fax & Phone: 509-627-4747

Next Newsletter Deadline
November 10 2003

Please send submissions by this date 
for the November/December 2003 issue. 

RMOWP Calendar

Address service requested
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Contribute to 
your 

newsletter!


