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SO YOU WANT TO BLOG?

What you need to know to get started

So you want to blog? How do you get
started?

That’s what we will talk about today.
We'll talk about how to choose a tool,
prepare your content, write your first
post, and branch out and do more with
your blog.

Let’s just blog!

I’m in the edit view of a tool called
Tumblr. Have any of you heard of
Tumblr?

I’m going to create a photo post - that
is, | want to create an entry about a
photo.

To do that, | will click the photo button
and choose the photo | want to use. |
will write a little bit about this photo.
Then, | will review my new post to see
how it will appear to the viewer. Finally, |
will publish my post so that it appears
to viewers of my blog.
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. Wait, what's a blog? 3 Wait, do we all know what a blog is?

- ’;”'des Sporadic content A blog can be a collection of articles,
m Essays . :
= Journal entries Usually called a Post essays, journal entries, photos,
= Photos travelogue, or maybe even a novel
- serialization.
= Biography Stati This content is sporadic and such
= Contact information atic content .
. , entries are usually referred to as POSTs.
= Services you provide Usually called a Page
= Products you sell
A blog can have other kinds of

information, too, such as your bio,
contact information, services you
provide, and perhaps

a store with products.

This content is more static and these
entries are usually called PAGEs.

4 Here are some tips for making it easy to
gather your content (both text and
visuals) so that you can simply cut-and-

Preparing a post paste the content into your blog tool.

Make it easy to cut-and-paste content.
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. Use a digital notebook 5 Use a digital notebook, such as
A Microsoft OneNote (That’s what I'm

= o o “| = OneNote . . .
r I mmieiee oo )5 2 . Evernote using in this example.), Evernote,
. Word* Microsoft Word, or maybe Apple Pages.
» Pages* Can you think of any other tools?
: I’ve put an asterisk next to Word and
Pages because you may need to make
i an extra effort to keep built-in

formatting from mucking up the
appearance of your blog entry.

. Include what the viewer will see 6 Include everything the viewer will see.
Title Tont sonons For each entry include a title that is not
seoreyou gooutimo hecot.. | BRIy v o oty i too long and not too cute.

+ Not 100 long e et

out. Here's acheckiistof things to do while still in your car, den,

= Not too cute

Write the text content. Be sure to
include the main idea of your entry in
the first paragraph. In this example,
“cold-weather photography” and
g - dGei:Cerii;:oc:mp'efe R “checklist” are right in the beginning of
the first paragraph the entry_

Illustration or photo

Sunburstand Shad
- Sunlight througha tree radiate through the
. / bran g shadows on the steam
| e ing
& | Tera

the Upper
lammoth Hot Springs in
ional Park.

n  Title the photograph

ts legs. Also attach

Place the illustration or photo for your
entry right in your notebook. Make sure
your graphics are ready to go, that is
edited and sized. Give each graphic a
title and description. How you use this
information will differ with each
blogging tool.
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. Also include meta information 7 There is more information you should
include with your entry that your
Meta Tags or keywords Meta Title

Codweathershotegosh Coldweather photography checkist viewers won’t necessarily see, such as
Include all main keywords. meta_tags or keywords

Photography in the cold

List the main ideas covered
in the post — the phrase
someone might use to find
this post.

Visual media need

§ keywords too For these, list the main ideas covered in

"Mammoth Hot Spring”, Yellowstone,

o o e, the post, using the phrases someone
might use to find this post.

Meta Description

This is a cold-weather
photography checklist to help you
stay warm and get great cold-
weather shots.

This meta-data is
used for SEO

Include as many keywords as (Search-Engine Give your entry a meta-title. This title
possible. Optimization). . .
may differ from the one the viewer sees.
Try to include the most important
keywords.

Compose a meta-description that
search engines will display in a list of
results. Include as many keywords as
possible in this description.

Don't forget about your graphics. Give

. From preparation to post 8 The content and meta-data is ready to
be transferred to the blog.

BEFESREYOU GO QUT INTO THE y . .
COLD... Let’s see how this process looks in

R o WordPress, one of the blogging tools
we will discuss a bit later.

Here is the post form. I'll fill in this form
by cutting-and-pasting text from the
digital notebook.

First, | will enter the title, and then the
content. Now I'll upload the
photograph. In the available blanks, I'll
add a title and description.

Finally, I'll enter the meta-data. Notice

that the title has been shortened to
keep it under 60 characters.

blogging.key - August 28, 2015



. Pages are like posts 9 Forms for pages look almost like forms
. for posts. In WordPress, you do not
assign tags or categories to pages. But,
They do not age. you can change their visual appearance
e e pedEEny by assigning a template. And you can

available to your

followers at any time. categorize pages hierarchically.

Iy

Except...

Just remember that pages do not age
o D e and are predictably available to your
followers at any time.

10 So, what blogging tool should you use?
Well, it depends entirely on what you
want to accomplish with a Web
presence and how comfortable you are
using Web technologies, such as CSS,
HTML, PHP, and other programming
languages.

It will depend on your goals...
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. What are your goals? " Let’s list some goals for your blog. What
You can have more than one. do you Wa‘nt tO accomp“Sh?
0O Publish articles — documentary or fiction.
O Showcase new work — photos, paintings, etc. For instance, you may be a writer and
O Attract clients for your business. want to SG'f-pUb“Sh your work.
O Sell products from your site.
0O Have a special area just for clients. ]
0 Or, you’re an artist and want to
m showcase your art.
Your choice of tools will
depend on your goals Or, you may want to attract clients for
your business.
Or, you may want to sell products from
your site.
Or, you want a special area just for
clients.
Or, you have several of these goals.
12 There are many tools you can use to

. These are the blg three tools

_— Tumblr
/,,,,,/—""/"':7"'/:’/'(;onvwom‘m -  www.umblr.com

- jarn A
L ; g @ Willampiorye o
o : "Photogahy lﬂ

I They are all Web-based E=musgs

Blogger by
Google
www.blogger.com

WordPress

www.wordpress.org

www.wordpress.com

start your blog, but I’'m going to
concentrate on just three tools, the big
three.

Blogger at blogger.com.
Tumbilr at tumblr.com.

WordPress at wordpress.com or
wordpress.org.

These are all Web-based tools. That is,
you interact with them using a Web
browser. You do not need any special
software on your computer.
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. Blogger — www.blogger.com 13 On the next four slides, | will compare
Features and coveats each tool against features | think are
Free - need free Google account important to consider.

Yes So, for Blogger, the cost for the tool is

Third-party plugins Hosting is free, too.

Yes - limited Multiple design templates are available
to change how the blog will look.
These design templates can be
customized using CSS, or cascading
style sheets.
You can create both posts AND pages.
You can use provided third-party
extensions for e-commerce.

14 As you can see, Tumbilr is very similar to

. Tumblr — www.tumblr.com

Features and caveats

Cost for tool Free - need free Tumblr account

Cost for hosting Free
Design templates? Yes - free and for sale
Customize templates? Yes, with CSS
Both pages and posts? Yes

E-commerce available? Third-party plugins

Use your own domain name? [IGH

Extend with pluginse Yes - limited

Blogger.
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. WordPress — www.wordpress.com 15 WordPress.com is a hosted solution,
Features and coveats like Blogger and Tumblr. You get basic
Free - need free WP account features with the free account. But if
Free for very basic features you pony up and pay for their premium
Yes - free and for sale or business levels, you get additional
Yes, with CSS features.
Via PayPal - built-in w/business
Yes - with premium account
No - but some are included

16 From WordPress.org, you can

. WordPress — www.wordpress.org

Features and caveats

Cost for tool Free (download or ISP)

Cost for hosting You buy hosting package

Design templates? Yes - free and for sale
Customize templates? Yes, with CSS
Both pages and posts? Yes

E-commerce available? Third-party plugins

(SRR N T Tl Yes - you may need to configure

Extend with plugins? Yes - 100’s and 100’s available

download a complete installation of
WordPress to your own server or to a
shared hosting service, like GoDaddy or
Network Solutions.

Why would you want to do this?
Because you gain complete control
over how your site looks and behaves.
Through plug-ins and widgets you can
extend your site to handle just about
anything you would want to do without
programming skills.

But, if there is not a plug-in that does
just what you want, you can program a
one-off solution just for your site. And, if
it really works well, you can make it
available to other WordPress users.

blogging.key - August 28, 2015



. Ease of use versus purpose 17 To sum it up, here is a table that
compares ease of use versus what you

want to accomplish.

Best for your first effort. Has the basic tools

i iy ECTEE] Eh Easiest to use is Blogger. It’s best for
st Net e bt voa o Tufoatured Wt your first effort. It has all the basic
features you will need when starting
out, without any additional cost. As an
Best for blogs and business Websites. . . . .
Wordpress.org Implementation is not free. FULLY aside, if you want more funct|ona||ty’
CUSTOMIZABLE. .
you can export a Blogger site and
import it into WordPress.

Blogger

Good for blogs and business Websites. Has

Wordpress.com q 5 -
P basic tools without additional cost.

Only slightly more difficult to use is
Tumblr. Tumblr has more social
integration with Instagram, Pinterest,
and other social media sites. However
it, as well as Blogger, is not the best
tool for full-featured Websites.

Next comes wordpress.com. It is good

18 So where should you go from here?
Look at the Help files for each of the
tools you are considering, as well as
Google the tool to find third-party
information.

Check the tool’s Help files and “Google.”

What follows are some resources to
help you decide which tool to use and
how to make the most of it.
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. Blogger Getting Started Guide

ece [is] “ support google.com ¢ [l =]
*Go gle Search Blogger He B =
Blogger Help BLOGGER 3] HELP FORUM

Get started with Blogger
Blogger Getting Started Guide i Cots st oote

Blogger

Watch our videos v

yourself with the main features of Blogger.

Groups, or orkut,

Contents

Create a blog

. support.google.com/blogger 19 Google Blogger has really good user
documentation. Go to support dot
S google dot com slash blogger. You will
see a page similar to this one with
timely topics that will help you get
started, customize your site, and
P— troubleshoot most problems that you
- may encounter.
Additional resources
Rt E T
20 The first thing you should read at the

Blogger support site is the Blogger
Getting Started Guide. It is the first link
under Getting Started with Blogger. It
will walk you through the steps to get
your blog up and running as soon as
possible.
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. www.damdzon.com

enve < in] ‘amazon.com & Ju L]

w <o e g Discover beautiful things on Amazon, updated daily = sHop J o

amazon A1~ google blogger
svop by

Dopariment -

Choose a Dapariment o sort -

Google Blogger For Small Businesses In 30 Minutes: How to create a basic
website for your shop, professional services... Jan2,2015

Apps & Games >
‘Social Networking Apps

HRARTT v a2
Books: See all 1,382 tems

1
Auto-delivered wirelessly

Beginning Google Blogger (Expert's Voice in Web Development) wu 25, 2010
by Heatner WirigntPorto

Google Blogger IGHu 1S s et

21

Still need more information? Go to
amazon.com and search for “Google

Blogger.” Your search will return a list of

books that may be helpful.

. www.tumblr.com /help

tumblrcom

Bloggor Holp Help Center | Tumbir

How can we help?

ACCOUNT BLOGS MOBILE
« Account Management « Blog Management « Android
« Account Security « Blog Customization . ios

+ Postigg « Windows Phone

comMMUNITY DEVELOPERS PoLicY

« Communicating with Users « Tumbir API « Community Guidelines
« Search and Discovery « API License Agreement « Trademark Guidelines
« Counseling and Prevention « Gustom Theme Documentation  » Law Enforcement Guidelines
« Adult Content « Github Integration « Acceptable Advertising Policy

22

For Tumblr, go to www.tumblr.com/help.

You will find all the basic information
needed to get started with Tumblr. This
Help is not as comprehensive as the

information for Google Blogger. But it is

sufficient to get you going.
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. www.lynda.com - search for Tumblr 23 For more in-depth training on how to
use Tumblr effectively, go to lynda.com

and search for “Tumblr.” That search
- | will take you to a course called “Up and
: Up and Running with Tumblr with Justin Seeley 0 Running With Tumb|r_ 1]

@ share Take atour

| love lynda.com and have purchased
an annual subscription. If | need to learn
something, | can usually find it on

Lynda.
. Google: Using Tumblr 24 Need more information on Tumblr, then
N = : T google “Using Tumblr” and check out
G EEmemes the various results that are returned.

Web
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. en.support.wordpress.com 25 Wordpress.com does a good job of

documenting how to make the best use

of WordPress on their site. Go to

Need Help? en.support.wordpress.com. You will see
a nicely organized page with both

getting started information, as well as

o ) o3 ) advanced concepts to help you gain a

Start Create Customize Connect |arger readerShip.

Build the site of your dreams  Write, click, publish, and revel.  Find the perfect theme for your Share your work with the world

eoe ] & en.supportwordpress.com ¢ K

& Wordpress.com Themes Support Forums News Features SignUp Login

with WordPress.com. Learn Yourwords canberead by site and make it your own with  through Facebook, Twitter, and
about our best features, and  anyone in the world. Isn't that  widgets, menus, and custom other social networks.
how to get started, exciting? design.

—— Ve cbine J—

. learn.wordpress.com 26 Clicking “Learn more” under Start takes
you to an introductory article, “Get the
Most from WordPress.com.” This is a
wonderful quick-start guide to get you
blogging right a way.

ece o =

Q) Learn WordPress.com

,,,,,,,

+ learn wordpross.com. ¢ hlo5)0

! &

2. Get the Most from
Wordpress.com

3. Get Going Fast: A

e You've got a blog: huzzah! Time to make it the next internet sensation. Whether you want
eeeee

to be a WordPress.com pro or just need to get the hang of the basics, you've come to the

4. Get Started right place.

o go from gumshoe to guru, make your way through the tutorial section by section. If you
need help with a specific task, menus at the top of each page let you know what you'l

5. Get Comfy learn. Here are a few rces to get you up to speed
1. Get Going Fast A quick-start guide to all the basics you need to gt up and running
now.
6. Get Personality 2. Get a Home Page: The how-to on usingWordPress to build a website — home pages,

custom navigation, and more.

1 et published 3. Get Lingo: A handy glossary to demystify WordPress lingo.
If you want more detail on any topic, head to our Support site for documentation on every
WordPress.com question you can think of (and some you can't)

8 Getfiashy
Ready?

| cosorcc o,
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. www.lynda.com - search for Wordpress | 27 To learn how to use a self-hosted
=T , =15 WordPress site, search lynda.com for

“WordPress.” You will find many
available courses, sorted by version
number, level of expertise, and specific
purpose your site is to address.

. wordpress.org versus wordpress.com 28 If you think WordPress is the best
. : solution for you, but don’t know

whether you need a hosted or self-
hosted version; then, check out this
WordPress.org vs :
WordPress.com:ABeﬁnitive URL'_ it Iay§ out important )
Guide For 2014 considerations you should think about
) as you make your decision.

premium.wpmudev.org/blog/wordpress-org-vs-wordpress-com-a-definitive-guide-for-2014/
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. www.lynda.com - Blogging for your business | 29 Finally, lynda.com has a good blogging
~ TN course called “Blogging for Your

Business.” It will cause you to think
about how your blog will fit in with your
overall business strategy, help you
choose the right technology, and
provide tips for creating engaging
content.

30 Questions? You can e-mail me with
your questions (using the address on
the next slide). But please, google your
question first and see if you can answer
it on your own.
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31 So, thank you for your attention. I’'m Kit
Horton, from William Horton
Photography, and | can be reached at
kit@horton.com.
Kit Horton
WilliamHortonPhotography.com Did you like the slides? They can be
. purchased at www.horton.com. Click
Kit@ Horton.com Our Products in the menu, then choose
Presensational PowerPoint Template
resntone Slides. They are designed for Microsoft
e PowerPoint, but can be used in

Keynote, too.
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