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SO YOU WANT TO BLOG?

What you need to know to get started
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Let’s blog! 2

Wait, what’s a blog?

■ Articles 
■ Essays 
■ Journal entries 
■ Photos 
■ _________________ 
■ _________________

■ Biography 
■ Contact information 
■ Services you provide 
■ Products you sell

Sporadic content 

Usually called a Post

Static content 

Usually called a Page
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Make it easy to cut-and-paste content.

Preparing a post
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■ OneNote 
■ Evernote 
■ Word* 
■ Pages* 
■ ____________ 
■ ____________ 
■ ____________

Use a digital notebook

* Beware of embedded 
formatting
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Include what the viewer will see
Title

■ Not too long 
■ Not too cute

Text content

Include main topic idea in 
the first paragraph

Illustration or photo

■ Title the photograph 
■ Give it a complete 

description
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Also include meta information

List the main ideas covered 
in the post — the phrase 
someone might use to find 
this post.

Include as many keywords as 
possible.

Include all main keywords. 

Visual media need 
keywords too

This meta-data is 
used for SEO 

(Search-Engine 
Optimization).
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From preparation to post 8

Pages are like posts

Except… 

They do not age.  

Pages are predictably 
available to your 

followers at any time.
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It will depend on your goals…

What blogging tools do I use?
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□ Publish articles — documentary or fiction. 

□ Showcase new work — photos, paintings, etc.  

□ Attract clients for your business. 

□ Sell products from your site. 

□ Have a special area just for clients.  

□ _____________________________________ 

□ _____________________________________

What are your goals?
You can have more than one.

Your choice of tools will 
depend on your goals.
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These are the big three tools

WordPress 
www.wordpress.com 
www.wordpress.org 

Blogger by 
Google 
www.blogger.com

Tumblr 
www.tumblr.com

They are all Web-based
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Blogger — www.blogger.com
Features and caveats

E-commerce available?

Cost for tool

Cost for hosting

Design templates?

Customize templates?

Both pages and posts?

Use your own domain name?

Extend with plugins?

Third-party plugins

Free - need free Google account

Free

Yes

Yes, with CSS

Yes

Yes

Yes - limited
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Tumblr — www.tumblr.com
Features and caveats

E-commerce available? Third-party plugins

Cost for tool

Cost for hosting

Design templates?

Customize templates?

Free - need free Tumblr account

Free

Yes - free and for sale

Yes, with CSS

Both pages and posts? Yes

Use your own domain name? Yes

Extend with plugins? Yes - limited
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WordPress — www.wordpress.com
Features and caveats

E-commerce available? Via PayPal - built-in w/business

Cost for tool

Cost for hosting

Design templates?

Customize templates?

Free - need free WP account

Free for very basic features

Yes - free and for sale

Yes, with CSS

Both pages and posts? Yes

Use your own domain name? Yes - with premium account

Extend with plugins? No - but some are included
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WordPress — www.wordpress.org
Features and caveats

E-commerce available? Third-party plugins

Cost for tool

Cost for hosting

Design templates?

Customize templates?

Free (download or ISP)

You buy hosting package

Yes - free and for sale

Yes, with CSS

Both pages and posts? Yes

Use your own domain name? Yes - you may need to configure

Extend with plugins? Yes - 100’s and 100’s available
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Ease of use versus purpose

Ease of use from 1 to 4 Best for:

2

3

4

Tumblr

Wordpress.com

Wordpress.org
Best for blogs and business Websites. 
Implementation is not free. FULLY 
CUSTOMIZABLE.

Good for blogs and business Websites. Has 
basic tools without additional cost.

A step up from Blogger in social integration. 
Not the best tool for full-featured Website.

1 Blogger Best for your first effort. Has the basic tools 
without any additional cost.
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Check the tool’s Help files and “Google.”

Where to learn more
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support.google.com/blogger 19

Blogger Getting Started Guide 20

www.amazon.com 21
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www.tumblr.com/help 22

www.lynda.com - search for Tumblr 23

Google: Using Tumblr 24
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en.support.wordpress.com 25

learn.wordpress.com 26

www.lynda.com - search for Wordpress 27
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wordpress.org versus wordpress.com

premium.wpmudev.org/blog/wordpress-­‐org-­‐vs-­‐wordpress-­‐com-­‐a-­‐defini6ve-­‐guide-­‐for-­‐2014/	
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www.lynda.com - Blogging for your business 29

Questions?
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