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It’s Almost Conference Time!

Now that it’s spring, or as we call it in New Mexico
the Season of Wind, the 2014 RMOWP conference
must be right around the corner. And it is: July 23
through 27 in West Glacier, Montana, at the western
entrance to Glacier National Park.
For those who have not yet registered, a new, improved registration form and schedule are included
with this newsletter, and you can check out other
details at RMOWP.ORG.
Recent changes include the addition of an evening
tour in the park’s historic red busses, an increase to
20 in the number of people who can participate in
the full-day pre-conference exploration of the park
with Tom Ulrich, and a sit-down workshop on night
sky photography.
Hope to see you there.

Stalking the Elusive Jackalope

Article & photo by Don Laine

Those driving to the RMOWP conference in West
Glacier, Montana, from the south this July will likely
pass through Douglas, Wyoming, the absolute best
spot in the U.S. to see the rare pronghorned jackalope. Sometimes mistaken for a large rabbit with
funny-looking ears, the jackalope is a creature with
the body of a jackrabbit and the antlers of a deer or
pronghorn.
Legend has it that the first sighting of a jackalope
was by Roy Ball in the 1800s. Described by local residents of the time as “an occasionally sober trapper,”
Ball reportedly gave the animal its name, but everyone
called him a liar. Then the
local newspaper reported additional jackalope sightings,
and finally, in the 1930s, one
was put on display by local
taxidermist Doug Herrick.
It is believed that jackalopes can only be found in
Converse County, and the city
of Douglas has been officially
designated the “Home of the
Jackalope” by Wyoming’s
governor. There is an eight-foot statue of a jackalope
in downtown Douglas and images of jackalopes are
seen on local government vehicles.

rmowp.org gets facelift
•

drop-down menus

• RMOWP’s late-breaking news on
the homepage
• photo galleries for contests all the
way back to 2005 – see Contest
• photo galleries from the photo
workshop for the last two years – see
Workshop
• where to find specific help on the
web – see Resources
• newsletter articles listed separately so you can easily track down
the Jaunts or Writer’s Corner with
that particular something you meant
to remember but can’t – see News &
Articles
• photos and bios of officers and
board members – see About

Check it out
The city and county issue hundreds of jackalope
hunting licenses each year, although hunters are
warned that the license is valid only for the pronghorned jackalope, and not for the larger sabertoothed jackalope, which is not only endangered but
extremely vicious.
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North America’s largest landslide, and two hikes atop
the Jackson Hole Ski Resort. The hikes range from
well-known destinations (like Jenny Lake and Jackson Lake) to quiet, backcountry trails.
The author has written extensively on Montana
and Wyoming hiking trails and has personally hiked
all of these trails. His companion guides include Day
Hikes In Yellowstone National Park, Day Hikes In the
Beartooth Mountains, and Day Hikes Around Bozeman, Montana.
The revised and updated second edition of Day
Hikes Around Big Sur includes 99 hikes along the
California Central Coast
and the interior mountains. The hikes, which
take from one hour to
all day, range from easy
beach strolls to strenuous
mountain climbs with panoramic vistas. The diverse
terrain is a hiker’s paradise with a well-designed
trail system of more than
300 miles.
Statistics, accurate
driving and hiking directions, and numerous maps
make these hiking adventures stress free, and dog
admission information is also included. Most trails
can be accessed from Carmel Valley Road or Highway 1. Companion guides include Stone’s Day Hikes
Around Monterey & Carmel, Day Hikes On the California Central Coast, and Day Hikes Around San Luis
Obispo.
Robert Stone has been writer, photographer, and
publisher of Day Hike Books since 1991. He is a Los
Angeles Times best-selling author and an awardwinning journalist of the Outdoor Writers Association
of California, the Northwest Outdoor Writers Association, the Bay Area Travel Writers, Rocky Mountain
Outdoor Writers and Photographers, and the Outdoor
Writers Association of America.

Member News

RMOWP is pleased to introduce seven new members
since the beginning of the year.
Bruce Farkas of Highland Beach, Florida is a
photographer friend of President Al Perry. Al is also
responsible for two new members from Craig, Colorado: Michelle Balleck (writer and photographer)
and 11-year-old Shane Balleck (photographer).
Three more photographers from Colorado are Audeen and Ken Faller from Thornton, and Joe Kerper
from Evergreen. From Riegelsville, Pennsylvania
comes Cheyenne Mease, a writer and photographer,
who works with people to improve their quality of
life. Her website is www.chyennemease.com.
Welcome to you all and we are very pleased that
several of you will be joining us in Glacier. It will be
wonderful to meet you.
Robert Stone, a longtime RMOWP member from Red
Lodge, Montana, has announced the release of two
new books.
Now in its 5th edition, the updated Day Hikes In
Grand Teton National Park includes 89 day hikes
throughout the park
and around the town of
Jackson, Wyoming. The
hikes are organized by
region and include easyto-follow directions. The
book offers many options
for hikers—from exploring a short distance from
the trailhead to climbing thousands of feet in
elevation through canyons
that lead to fantastic
views.
Highlights include
lakeshore paths, cascading creeks, rock-walled
canyons, panoramic overlooks, waterfalls, hot
springs, fishermen trails, prime wildlife habitats,
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President’s Column
Ice Caves

the weather conditions were sunny
and calm for photographing the caves.
Sandstone cliffs
with undercut
caverns are formed
by wave action on
the southern shore
of Lake Superior,
part of the Apostle
Islands National
Lakeshore in Northern Wisconsin. If
the lake freezes,
people can walk
on the frozen lake
and enter the caves
with ice formations
on the sides of the
Young girl entering ice cave
cliffs and inside the
caverns. Some of the caves are mostly ice and other
caves are mostly rock. The ice may be clear, blue,
red or yellow along with small and large crystals.
People at the ice caves helped provide scale for
the large ice structures along the four-mile one-way
shoreline. I was surprised by the number of families,
particularly from Wisconsin, that make a day of it
with their young children on sleds to visit the caves.
With one bad knee carrying camera equipment, I got
to meet lots of new people as they passed me on the
trail leading to the ice caves.
Another snow storm arrived in time for my return
trip to Southern Indiana so I appreciated the good
fortune to photograph the ice caves under ideal conditions even if the trip up and back was adventuresome. Oftentimes, acting on impulse does not pay
off, except this time it did.

Article and photos by Al Perry

Sometimes it pays to act on impulse. In February of
this year I was anxious to get back to nature photography after three
weeks photographing three granddaughters under
two years of age.
With good timing,
my wife called me
in to view an NBC
News clip about
ice caves on Lake
Superior. Little
did she know I
was about to go
on another winter
photo trip. Antarctica doesn’t count
because that was
December of last
year.
NBC stated the
ice caves are acBlue ice cave
cessible every 10
to 15 years when
Lake Superior freezes. After searching the internet, I
decided to drive up and attempt to photograph these
seldom seen ice formations as I don’t have many 10
to 15 year cycles remaining. With an approaching
snow storm, I needed to get on my way and hopefully miss most of the bad driving weather. Within
two hours I had my small RV with Jeep in tow loaded
with camera gear, food and clothing. Without going
into details, driving an RV pulling a Jeep in freezing
rain and snow is not ideal. After passing overturned
trucks that passed me earlier, I finally arrived at the
southern shore of Lake Superior just as the sun broke
out from the clouds. For the next day and a half,

Sunset on Lake Superior as seen from inside ice cave

Inside rock and ice cave
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Jack’s Jaunts

Christmas tree farms.
It often seemed that if
you came upon an open
meadow, Christmas trees
Article & photos by Jack Olson were bound to appear.
A misconception many
Can you immediately recall the biggest surprise you
people,
including me,
have pulled off in your life? I couldn’t until last year.
have
had
is that the ApIt was my sister’s 50th wedding anniversary and
palachians
can’t hold a
was going to take place at my niece’s house in the
candle
to
our
Rockies.
foothills of the
Well,
yes,
the
highest
Appalachian
peaks
barely
scrape
6,000
Mountains of
feet
elevation.
There’s
no
North Carolina
timberline
and
the
rocks
in late July.
you encounter on top are
I had conSurreal sunset over the Appalaoutcrops. But if you’re
trived a ruse
chian Range
down in a valley at 2,000
that I’d be
feet gazing up, it’s about the same neck stretch as
camping with
friends in south- standing in a 10,000 foot valley in Colorado looking
western Colora- up at a 14,000-foot peak. Now, I’d rather be here
but you get the idea. For the region, these moundo. Ann bought
Along the Blue Ridge Parkway
tains are boppers.
it hook, line
For the most part, the Rockies are still rising. The
and sinker. No surprise since I had never celebrated
Appalachians are slowly, slowly wearing down. But,
their anniversary or even knew when it was. And I
give them their due; at one time they rose as high as
had never been to my niece’s house. But when my
the Alps and the Rockies. I once
sister and brother-in-law drove
scaled a 6,000 foot peak in the
up and entered the house I snuck
Smokies in the dead of winter,
out the back, crept to the front
4,000 vertical feet, and believe
door and knocked.
me, it was a trudge.
“Mom, answer the door.”
Finally, returning to my niece’s
“I have to go to the bathhouse.
Their back deck faces
room.”
west and almost every evening
“Mom, answer the door!”
a stunning sunset blazed over
What followed were a scream,
the Appalachian Range. If you
raucous laughter, and the bigcan tear yourself from the Rockgest, longest hug of our lives.
ies for one brief trip, I heartily
Walking the dogs in the Appalachian foothills
But this wouldn’t be a Jaunt
recommend a jaunt to the Appaif it weren’t so much about the
lachians.
surprise as where the surprise took place. My niece
lives out in nature, with hundreds of trees surrounding the house, tiny streams, and placid ponds floating colorful ducks. You could look to the west and
scan the high Appalachian
Range as far as you could
see from north to south.
The Blue Ridge Parkway
traverses the hills just a
hoot and a holler away.
The Parkway sinuously winds, for the most
part, on top of the hills.
You can see the highest
stretches of the mountains to the west. But
near the road lie meadows, woods, and historic
sites. One surprise to me
Views from the Blue Ridge Parkway
Clouds at sunset over the
was the proliferation of
Appalachian Range

Surprise!
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Writers’ Corner

Murdering Lola

Article by Virginia Parker Staat

“The way human beings describe and explain the behavior of other animals is limited by the language
they use to talk about things in general. By engaging in anthropomorphism - using human terms to explain
animals’ emotions or feelings - humans make other animals’ worlds accessible to themselves.”
~ Michael Bekof, Animal Consiousness and Science Matter
We have recently become beekeepers. Last month
debated topic. Some feel that it is an unorthodox
we purchased a colony of bees and placed the hive
and dangerous approach that diminishes the scienin our friends’ pasture. The four of us plan to work
tific value of such writing, blurring the line between
the bees together and share the harvest of honey.
reality and fiction. More and more conservation writers, however, see it as a powerful tool that allows
An Italian queen, christened Lola by my dear
them to connect more profoundly with their readers.
friend, leads our bee colony. Why an Italian queen?
They hope that if readers relate more deeply with
We are told that Italian queens are less aggressive
a specific creature, public support for that creature
and more productive, making them perfect queens
for new beekeepers. My beekeeping instructor at the will increase.
apiary where we purchased the hive, however, insists
Unfortunately, unintended consequences may arise
that we need to re-queen with a mite-resistant Rusafter using the anthropomorphic approach. When
sian queen within the next six months. Of course,
Disney remade the movie 101 Dalmatians, sales of
that means murdering Lola. As we four friends
the often-unfriendly-to-small-children Dalmatian dog
contemplate the upcoming re-queening, I fear that
skyrocketed. As the result of a more recent nature
we may resort to casting lots to see who will become video showing the baby-like qualities of a Slow Loris,
Lola’s executioner.
the rare marsupial has become further endangered
because people now want to own them as pets. As I
Reared on classics like Beautiful Joe and Black
write this, I wonder if the unintended consequences
Beauty, I readily admit that I immediately bond to
of my own anthropomorevery living creature
phic tendencies might
that I encounter (exkeep Lola from her imcept, of course, cockpending death sentence,
roaches and mosquitos).
endangering the entire
As a nature writer, howbee colony and riskever, I must constantly
ing its collapse to the
evaluate my words
feared Varroa mite.
to keep my tendency
toward anthropomorNature writer John
phic writing in check.
Burroughs succinctly
Anthropomorphic writdescribes the opposing
ing is defined as giving
sides of using anthropohuman characteristics to
morphism: “This sentianimals, gods, etc. Chilmental view of animal
dren’s fables and Greek
life has its good side and
mythology are replete
its bad side. The good
with anthropomorphic
side is its result in makBee © Kathy Turner
Honorable Mention, Fauna, 2007 Contest
characters.
ing us more considerate
and merciful toward our
Few nature writers
brute neighbors; its bad side is seen in the degree
are as shamelessly anthropomorphic as Jean-Pierre
to which it leads to a false interpretation of their
Otte (see his Love in the Garden). Most anthropolives.”
morphic nature writing simply uses analogy, metaphor, and simile comparisons to help readers better
As nature writers, our goal is to communicate to
understand a concept, scene, or object. An example
our readers as clearly as possible the intricacies and
from Thoreau’s Walden: “As it grew darker, I was
wonders of our incredible planet and universe. Usstartled by the honking of geese flying low over the
ing a human lens to convey those ideas is often all
woods, like weary travelers getting in late from
our feeble language offers us. Keeping our audience
southern lakes, and indulging at last in unrestrained
and intent in the forefront will help us to navigate
complaint and mutual consolation.”
through treacherous anthropomorphic waters. Perhaps that is good advice for a novice beekeeper as
With the use of anthropomorphism in nature
well.
writing on the rise, it has recently become a hotly
5

What to Bring to Conference

along with the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) team
that performed glacial studies between 2008 and
2012. Bottom line, the park’s glaciers are shrinking.
Some have shrunk enough that they are now considered snowfields, which don’t slide downhill like
glaciers. For quick reference, in 1850 the park reportedly contained 150 alpine glaciers. By 1966, the
number had been reduced to 37. An aerial survey in
2005 documented 27 remaining glaciers. Some predictions estimate the remaining ones will vanish by
2030 (or sooner). White also notes studies on other
glaciers worldwide, most of which are suffering the
same fate as Glacier’s.
The book takes you through the natural history
of Glacier’s glaciers as well as a short history of the
park’s creation. White intersperses some of his own
mountaineering adventures along the way. Being a
nerdy type, I enjoyed the descriptions of the USGS
team’s survey methods and adventures while studying their different subjects. In addition to surveying
the changing boundaries of a glacier, measuring the
ice mass and thickness is also important in determining its health.
The glaciers are not only the main attraction of
the park — they are also an intricate part of Glacier’s
ecosystems. White discusses some of the interactions
and how the disappearance of the glaciers may influence the plants and animals of the park. Glaciers
store snow and ice that melt gradually throughout
the warmer months. Without them, water runoff
might diminish, causing problems for everything
from stoneflies to westslope cutthroat trout to crop
irrigation and human consumption. With temperatures increasing in the Glacier area (evidenced by
shrinking glaciers), the snow and rain patterns are
changing. Interestingly, the occurrences of avalanches may change, affecting everything from forest fire
patterns to wildlife habitat. White notes evidence of
trees and plants growing into high alpine meadows.
The little pika, who makes its home above tree line,
may sometime in the future run out of alpine tundra
in which to live. Another concern about the changing
glacial scene is the potential loss of biodiversity.
The book also touches on the topic of ice sheets
and glaciers melting due to temperatures rising on
average across the earth. Meltwaters will create a
rise in sea levels (potentially displacing millions of
people). Shrinking/disappearing ice could cause water shortages in countries like India and a change in
the natural balance that creates the climate we’re
used to. A way to think about climate and weather
is “Climate is what we expect, weather is what we
get.”
If you have time, check out this book for an interesting behind-the-scenes look at Glacier’s glaciers.
For a quick look, go to the USGS site about glacial
retreat at http://www.nrmsc.usgs.gov/research/glacier_retreat.htm.
See you in Glacier!

Where does the time go? In just two short months
we’ll be gathering at the 2014 RMOWP Conference in
West Glacier, Montana, and it’s not too early to start
organizing the stuff you’ll want to bring.
So here’s a checklist:
WRITING FOR THE WRITING CRITIQUE - Your written work will be gently and positively examined with
the purpose of finding ways to improve it. Works
can include stories, poems, photo essays, or other
formats with an outdoor theme. Participants should
bring at least 12 copies of the work, and although
the length of the works can vary, about 1,200 words
or less would be best. It should not be your best
work, but something you would like help with. Spectators are welcome.
PHOTOS FOR THE PHOTO CRITIQUE - Entertaining
and informative for all, this program looks at photographs with an eye to how they could be improved.
Those who want their shots critiqued should bring
three to five digital images on CD or flash drive. The
critique will be led by Bad Cop Ulrich and Good Cop
Olson.
PHOTOS FOR THE MEMBERS’ CHOICE CONTEST - An
engraved knife will be awarded to the top winner of
this contest, which is judged by conference participants. Members may submit one or two matted
prints, color or black and white, and the photos may
have been taken at any time. Altered/manipulated
images are eligible. Each entry is to be designated
as Scenic, Flora, or Fauna. Print size is a maximum
of 8 x 12 inches that is matted to a final size not to
exceed 12 x 16 inches, and entries should not be
framed. Place your name, photo title, and designate
“Members’ Choice” on the back of each submission.
DONATIONS FOR THE AUCTION - The RMOWP Auction is not only a lot of fun but also raises some necessary funds for the organization. We’ll be receiving
donations from our corporate friends, but members’
donations are also needed. Bring your own matted
photos (maybe your Members’ Choice Contest entries?), published books, craft and gift items, photo
equipment, or whatever you find lying around the
house, with the exception of spouses.

Glacier’s Glaciers are Shrinking

By Maryann Gaug

As we explore Glacier National Park during our conference, we may hear about shrinking glaciers. Could
the park become glacierless in the future?
I recently stumbled upon an interesting book that
focuses on a five-year study of six glaciers in the
park — The Melting World: A Journey Across America’s Vanishing Glaciers, by science writer and naturalist Christopher White. I decided to download it to
my iPad to see what I could learn.
Before writing The Melting World, White tagged
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A Bear Story

she and her
cub ambled
on up the
If you have a career in the National Park Service, and trail. After
work in Yellowstone or Glacier national parks, you
the bears
have heard your share of ‘Bear Stories.’ Some years
had gone
ago, I worked on a design project in Glacier National 100 yards
Park. As I left home, flying to West Glacier, my wife
or so, the
Pat said, “Don’t get eaten by a bear.” I chuckled. We guys got
were designing a new water system for Sperry Chalet back on the
which was constructed by Great Northern Railway
trail. At
in 1913.The Sperry trail begins at Lake McDonald
which point
Lodge, is 6.7 miles long with a climb of 3,300 feet.
Grizzley Bear © Frank Zurey
the mother
Honorable Mention, Fauna, 2009 Contest
The chalet provides a bed and meals, which allows
turned and
for a backcountry experience without the need to
charged
carry a backpack.
down on them again. They assumed the “protective
There were four in our party going to the chalet
position”, while momma bear repeated the sniffing
that day. We took horses as we had to transport
and snorting routine. Again, satisfied that they were
survey equipment. At mid-afternoon, we sent the
not a threat, she continued back up the trail. The
survey gear back on the concessionaires’ horses, and guys waited a much longer period of time before
planned to hike out after we completed our work.
getting to their feet, and headed down the trail at a
Since it was July, with long daylight, we began our
very fast pace until they caught up with us. Returnthree hour hike to Lake McDonald in early evening.
ing home, and after telling Pat my “bear story,” I
The four of us started together, my sidekick and I
told her, “I will pay more attention when you tell
leading the way and
me, ‘don’t get eaten by a
our two comrades
bear’.”
walking at a slower
If you want to learn more
pace. The evening
about grizzly bears in Glalight was waning.
cier National Park, read The
We were in dense
Night of the Grizzlies, by
timber when we
Jack Olsen (not RMOWP’s
heard something in
Jack Olson). Published in
the underbrush. We
1969, it details the events
stopped and peered
when two women were
into the dark woods. I
attacked and killed in two
said, “What was that
separate grizzly attacks on
noise?” My sidekick
the same night (August 13,
said,” I don’t know,
1967) in Glacier National
but it is bigger than a
Park. These were the first
ground squirrel.” We
recorded deaths of humans
saw nothing. Before
in Glacier by grizzly bears.
continuing, I looked
Unfortunately, those have
up the trail and saw
not been the last. Several
our two comrades
years after those incidents,
Triplets © Frank Zurey
several hundred yards
during my first trip to Gla2nd Place, Pubished Image, 2013 Contest
back.
cier, I read The Night of the
Sometime later, our two friends caught up with
Grizzlies at night in the motel. It gave me a real
us, out of breath. They said, “Why didn’t you tell
healthy respect for grizzly bears.
us there was a grizzly bear in the woods?” They had
That is my bear story.
seen us stop and look into the woods. When they
approached that area, a grizzly sow emerged on the
trail. One of the guys started to run. The other, who
lived in the park, grabbed him and threw him to the
Want this newsletter
ground. He told him to curl up and put his hands
e-delivered?
behind his neck to provide bodily protection. A grizzly in the wild can outrun a person. In a short sprint,
Let us know: info@rmowp.org
they are known to outrun a horse. The sow came
subject: E-mail NL
down on them, stopping to sniff their necks and
snorted. Satisfied that these two creatures were not
Thanks!
a threat, she called her cub out of the woods. Then
By Jack Wendleton
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RMOWP Conference 2014 -- Tentative Schedule
Glacier National Park
Meetings & Group Meals at Belton Chalet in West Glacier, Montana, except as noted.
Tuesday, July 22

6:00am-5:00pm
Pre-Conference Field Trip: Welcome to My Backyard - A Photographer’s Exploration of 		
			
Glacier National Park with Tom Ulrich
7:00-9:00pm Pre-Conference Field Trip to See Beaver (if beavers cooperate)

Wednesday, July 23
6:00-9:00am
2:00-5:00pm
4:00-10:00pm
		

Tom Ulrich Photo Shoot to Lake McDonald & Avalanche Gorge
Board of Directors Meeting (open to all members)
Registration & Opening Reception with Happy Hour and a Cookout at Tom Ulrich’s cabin in
West Glacier (carpool from Belton Chalet)

Thursday, July 24
6:00-9:00am
9:30-10:15am
10:30-11:45am
Noon-1:00pm
1:00-2:30pm
2:30-3:00pm
3:30pm		
4:15-5:15pm
5:15-7:00pm
8:00-10:00pm

Tom Ulrich Photo Shoot to Lake McDonald and Avalanche Gorge
Welcome by RMOWP President Al Perry, Park Info, and General Membership Meeting
Presentation of All Photo Contest Submissions
Wrap, Soup, & Salad Buffet
Macro Photography Workshop with Tom Ulrich
Night Skies in Motion with Al Perry
Carpool from Belton Chalet to Lake McDonald Lodge
Boat Trip on Lake McDonald
Dinner on your own - Lake McDonald Lodge has three restaurants
Sunset Photography at Lake McDonald with Jack Olson

Friday, July 25
5:00-10:30am
11:00am
Noon		
1:00-3:00pm
3:15pm		
4:00pm		

Photographers’ Hike with Tom Ulrich OR Tour of Hungry Horse Dam
Showcase of Selected Members’ Photography
Build-it-Yourself Sandwich & Salad Buffet
Anne Sullivan Writers’ Forum (formerly Writers’ Critique) with Kenita Gibbins
Carpool from Belton Chalet to Apgar Transit Center.
Red Bus Evening Discovery Tour, with box dinner

Saturday, July 26
8:30am		
		
10:00am
		
11:15am
		
12:30-3:00pm
3:00-5:00pm
6:30-10:00pm

Photo Critique with Tom Ulrich & Jack 		
Olson
Self-Publishing, a How-To workshop with
Kit Horton
The Power of Place, a writing workshop with
Virginia Staat
Lunch on Your Own & Free Time
Auction
Banquet Buffet and Awards Ceremony

Sunday, July 27

Farewells, check out & head home.
OR Take another Red Bus Tour
		

Flower and Tree © Richard Youngblood
Honorable Mention, Altered Images, 2009 Contest

That’s All, Folks!
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